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‘Swishy^  Gay  Man  Drowned  By  Three  Teens 

Bangor  Gay  Man  Fatally  Queerbashed 


Marchers  pause  at  Bangor  police  station  in  protest  of  the  fatal  queerbashing  of  Charlie  Howard. 


By  Maureen  Williams 

BANGOR,  ME  —  Bangor’s 
most  noticeably  gay  man  was 
buried  near  his  birthplace  in  Kit- 
tery  on  a  gray  and  rainy  Thursday, 
July  12.  It  marked  the  fourth  day 
of  mourning  for  Charles  O. 
Howard,  23,  who  with  his  lover 
relocated  to  central  Maine  from 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
only  two  months  ago.  On  July  7, 
three  Bangor  teenagers  queer- 
bashed  Howard  and  then  threw 
him  into  a  river  to  drown. 

Any  cold-blooded  murder 
would  rock  this  rural  northern 
Maine  population  center  of  3 1 ,000 
where  many  people  still  don’t  lock 
their  cars  and  doors  at  night.  But 
the  manner  in  which  Howard  died 
and  the  suspected  motive  for  his 
murder  —  anti-gay  bigotry  —  have 
fanned  reactions  from  all  quarters. 
Howard’s  violent  death  has 
prompted  a  growing  number  of 
straight  people  to  publicly  and 
privately  decry  the  murder,  but  an 
unknown  number  no  doubt  feel 
strengthened  in  their  anti-gay 
animus.  It  has  underscored  the 
Maine  Legislature’s  failure  on 
four  occasions  in  recent  years  to 
pass  a  law  that  would  give  a 
modicum  of  protection  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

According  to  the  Bangor  police 
affidavit  filed  in  Third  District 
Court,  three  teen-aged  males  con¬ 
fessed  to  murdering  Howard  at 
10:30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  July  7 
because  he  was  homosexual,  while 
two  teen-aged  female  companions 
sat  in  a  car  and  watched. 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Mayor  Raymond 
Flynn  has  signed  into  law  a  slightly 
revised  version  of  the  Human 
Rights  Ordinance  passed  by  the 
Boston  City  Council  after  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  legislation  offered 
amendments  at  the  July  1 1  council 
meeting  to  resolve  a  power  strug¬ 
gle  between  the  mayor  and  the 
council,  and  successfully  fought 
off  an  attempt  to  exempt  religious 
organizations  from  the  anti- 
discrimination  provisions  of  the 
ordinance. 

The  council  voted,  during  a  con¬ 
tentious,  nine-hour  meeting  with 
several  controversial  measures  on 
the  agenda,  to  remove  a  section  of 
the  ordinance  giving  itself  confir¬ 
mation  powers  over  the  seven 
Human  Rights  Commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  mayor.  That 
amendment  passed  with  little 
discussion  after  city  councillor 
David  Scondras,  the  principal 
sponsor  of  the  drdinance,  explain¬ 
ed  that  confirmation  powers  were 
not  allowed  under  the  city  charter. 

But  another  amendment  offered 
by  Scondras,  deleting  the  council’s 
powers  of  confirmation  over  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Human  Rights  Commission,  occa¬ 
sioned  a  much  more  heated 
debate. 

City  Corporation  Counsel 
Joseph  Mulligan,  Jr.,  testifying 
before  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
told  the  council  that  the  doctrine 
of  separation  of  powers  prevented 
the  council,  the  legislative  branch, 
from  direct  control  over  the  com¬ 
mission,  a  part  of  the  executive 
branch.  “When  the  powers  belong 
to  the  executive,”  Mulligan  said. 


Howard,  and  Roy  Ogden  a  com¬ 
panion,  were  walking  across  the 
State  Street  footbridge,  on  a  major 
downtown  business  district  street 
which  was  desolate  on  Saturday 
night,  but  well-lighted.  Howard 
had  just  left  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  gay  support  group  Interweave, 
sponsored  by  the  Bangor 
Unitarian  Church  which  he  at¬ 
tended  and  which  is  located  next 
door  to  his  apartment. 

As  the  men  walked,  James  Fran¬ 
cis  Baines,  15,  identified  Howard 
as  “a  person  who  made  sexual 
comments  to  him  a  few  weeks 
ago.”  Baines  allegedly  ordered 
Shawn  1.  Mabry,  16,  the  driver  of 
the  car  carrying  the  five  teenagers, 
to  pull  over.  The  two,  joined  by 
Daniel  Ness,  17,  left  the  car,  ran 
over  to  Howard  and  Ogden  on  the 
bridge  and  scuffled  with  him  brief¬ 
ly.  Howard  tried  to  run  away,  but 
tripped  on  a  curb  and  was 
repeatedly  kicked  by  the  trio. 
“The  three  of  us  threw  him  over  a 
railing”  into  the  Kenduskeag 
Stream,  Baines  told  police. 

Interviews  with  the  two  other 
teenagers  charged  with  the 
murder,  the  two  young  women 
who  watched,  and  a  73-year-old 
man  sitting  unnoticed  at  a  bus  stop 
a  few  yards  away  corroborate 
Baine’s  version  of  the  killing. 
Ogden,  who  fled  after  the  scuffle 
to  save  his  own  life,  pulled  the  fire 
alarm  on  the  next  corner.  He  said 
he  heard  Howard’s  pitiful  cries  for 
mercy,  screaming  to  his  attackers 
that  he  could  not  swim. 


“it  cannot  by  legislative  action  be 
assumed  by  the  legislature.” 

Scondras  asked  his  colleagues  to 
defer  the  issue  until  a  more  general 
ordinance  regarding  the  council’s 
power  over  the  rules  and  regulaT 
tions  of  all  the  city’s  boards  and 
commissions  comes  before  the 
council.  Such  an  ordinance  is  cur¬ 
rently  beihg  drafted  by  councillor 
Jim  Kelly. 

Despite  repeated  admonitions 
by  Mulligan  that  the  council  was 
exceeding  its  authority  under  the 
city  charter,  Kelly  angrily  refused 
to  budge.  “This  is  stepping  on  the 
city  council’s  toes,”  he  told  his 
colleagues.  “If  any  of  you  have 
any  pride,  if  any  of  you  have  any 
sense  of  what  you  are,  you  will 
vote  against  this  amendment.” 

When  Scondras’  amendment 
failed  on  a  10  to  3  vote,  Councillor 
Bruce  Bolling  took  the  floor  to  of¬ 
fer  a  compromise  measure,  allow¬ 
ing  the  council  to  hold  hearings 
and  conduct  reviews  of  the  rules  of 
the  commission,  but  stopping 
short  of  giving  the  council  direct 
control.  The  compromise  failed,  7 
to  6. 

At  that  point,  a  brief  recess  was 
declared,  and  Mayor  Flynn  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  doorway  opening  onto 
the  council  floor.  Flynn  spoke 
briefly  behind  the  scenes  with 
Councillors  Robert  Travaglini  and 
Thomas  Menino,  to  lobby  them, 
observers  said,  in  support  of  Boll¬ 
ing’s  amendment.  When  the  com¬ 
mittee  adjourned  and  the  council 
reverted  to  its  regular  meeting, 
Bolling  moved  once  again  for  a 
vote  on  his  amendment.  This  time, 
the  compromise  passed,  9  to  4, 


The  three  said  they  watched 
Howard  hit  the  water  and  then 
fled.  The  car  they  were  driving  was 
found  disabled  some  ten  miles 
away  in  the  small  town  of 
Dedham,  the  next  day.  Police 
report  that  the  three  teenagers  told 


with  Councillors  Byrne,  Kelly, 
O’Neil  and  Tierney  voting  in.  op¬ 
position. 

While  the  battle  between  the 
mayor  and  the  council  over  setting 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
commission  was  described  by  the 
mayor’s  office  as  a  “technicality,” 


a  longtime  friend,  a  19-year-old 
Bangor  resident,  about  the  killing 
shortly  afterward  and  again  the 
next  day,  July  8.  The  friend, 
Michael  Clarey,  told  police  the 
three  told  him  they  had  “jumped  a 
fag  and  kicked  the  shit  out  of  him. 


the  distinction  is  critical  to  the 
functioning  not  only  of  the  newly- 
formed  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion,  but  also  to  the  already- 
existing  Fair  Housing  Commis¬ 
sion. 

“Some  people  were  afraid  our 
ordinance  was  being  used  as  a 


then  threw  him  in  the  stream.” 

The  two  young  women  who 
watched  from  the  car,  Jennifer 
Vafiades,  17,  and  Shawna 
Vafiades,  15,  both  of  Bangor, 
have  not  been  charged  as  ac- 
Con tinned  on  page  6 


political  football  for  goals  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  ordinance 
itself,”  said  former  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus  lobbyist 
Arline  Isaacson,  who  now  lobbies 
on  behalf  of  the  city.  Observers 
said  that  Kelly,  who  has  put  the 
Continued  on  page  6 


South  African  Holdings 


At  the  same  marathon 
meeting  at  which  it  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  new 
Human  Rights  Ordinance,  the 
Bo.ston  City  Council  struck  a 
blow  for  human  rights  on 
another  front,  voting  10  to  3  in 
favor  of  an  ordinance  requiring 
the  city  to  divest  itself  of  all 
financial  dealings  with  banks  or 
other  corporations  doing 
business  with  Namibia  or  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa. 

Councillor  Charles  Yancey, 
sponsor  of  the  ordinance,  told 
his  colleagues  that  the  measure 
would  “send  a  very  strong 
message  to  the  government  of 
South  Africa  and  most  par¬ 
ticularly  their  system  of  apart¬ 
heid. ..that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  will  not  tolerate  the 
Nazi-like”  institutionalized 
policy  of  racial  segregation. 

Councillor  James  Kelly, 
however,  moved  to  amend  the 
proposal  to  require  divestiture 
not  from  South  Africa,  but 
from  “any  nation  which  as  a 
matter  of  national  policy  has  a 
human  rights  policy  which  does 


not  recognize  the  dignity  and 
human  rights  of  its  citizens.” 

Kelly,  who  characterized 
South  Africa  as  “oddly 
enough. ..one  of  the  most  anti¬ 
communist  countries  in  the 
world”  and  called  it  “a  country 
that  is  in  many  ways  an  ally,” 
complained  that  “there  is  not 
outrage  to  those  minority 
regimes,  black  regimes,  that 
oppress  the  black  population  of 
those  countries.  That  is  the  case 
with  many  Third  World  coun¬ 
tries.” 

But  Councillor  Bruce  Boll¬ 
ing,  in  an  impassioned  speech, 
accused  Kelly  of  trying  to 
deflect  the  focus  of  the  or¬ 
dinance.  “The  real  issue  here  is 
South  Africa,  Bolling  declared, 
“and  the  reason  it  is  South 
Africa  is  because  that  is  the  on¬ 
ly  regime,  the  only  government 
in  the  whole  world  that  has  a 
majority  of  the  population  that 
is  in  a  state  of  slavery.” 

Another  objection  to  the  or¬ 
dinance  as  drafted  was  raised 
by  Councillor  Michael  McCor¬ 
mack,  who  emphasized  his  op¬ 


position  to  apartheid  but  said 
the  ordinance  “puts  an  undue 
burden  on  the  lending  institu¬ 
tions  and  on  the  city.”  McCor¬ 
mack  moved  to  solicit  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  city  collector-treasurer 
George  Russell  on  the  matter. 

“Of  course  it’s  going  to  have 
an  impact,  because  there  are 
businesses  in  the  city  of  Boston 
that  are  doing  business  with 
South  Africa,”  responded 
Bolling.  “The  First  National 
Bank  of  Boston  can  invest  any¬ 
where  in  the  world.  It  chooses 
to  invest  in  South  Africa.... 
They  want  to  make  the  big 
buck.  The  big  buck  is  in  those 
areas  that  have  the  most  op- 
pre.ssion.”  McCormack’s  mo¬ 
tion  failed,  12  to  2. 

Bob  Finneran,  deputy  press 
secretary  for  Mayor  Raymond 
Flynn,  said  the  mayor  would 
“absolutely”  sign  the  or¬ 
dinance.  “There  is  no  way  in 
any  manner  at  all  that  we  are 
going  to  deal  with  a  country 
that  countenances  apartheid,” 
Finneran  said. 

—  Larry  Goldsmith 


Council  Concedes  Confirmation  Powers 

Mayor  Signs  Human  Rights  Ordinance 
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News  Notes 


quotes  of  the  week 

“I’m  concerned  about  how  the  homosexual 
population  will  be  portrayed  in  the  rest  of  the  nation 
and  the  world.  It’s  pretty  easy  to  rush  to  Castro  Street 
and  describe  what’s  going  on  —  the  aggressive 
homosexual  interaction  there. 

“They  are  a  recently  liberated  group,  and  there’s 
still  a  lot  of  excesses.  But  there  are  a  lot  of  examples 
of  doctors,  lawyers,  merchants,  and  business  ex¬ 
ecutives  who  aren’t  on  Castro  Street  and  are  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  population  here.’’ 

—  Mervin  Field,  director  of  the  Field  Research  Cor¬ 
poration,  a  national  polling  and  survey  organization, 
and  chairman  of  a  media-representatives  host  group 
which  will  meet  and  greet  media  workers  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  for  the  Democratic  National  Convention. 

*  *  * 

I  think  white  gay  people  feel  cheated  becausa  they 
were  born,  in  principle,  into  a  society  in  which  they 
were  supposed  to  be  safe.  The  anomaly  of  their  sex¬ 
uality  puts  them  in  danger,  unexpectedly.  Their  reac¬ 
tion  seems  to  me  in  direct  proportion  to  the  sense  of 
feeling  cheated  of  the  advantages  which  accrue  to 
white  people  in  a  white  society.  There’s  an  element... 
of  bewilderment  and  complaint.  Now  that  may  sound 
very  harsh,  but  the  gay  world  as  such  is  no  more 
prepared  to  accept  black  people  than  anywhere  else 
in  society.” 

James  Baldwin,  in  an  interview  with  Richard 
Goldstein,  Village  Voice,  June  26,  1984. 


a  closet  in  the  yellow  pages 

DETROIT,  Ml  —  The  proprietors  of  a  bookstore 
catering  to  a  gay  and  lesbian  clientele  were  informed 
at  the  end  of  June  that  they  may  not  describe  it  in  the 
Yellow  Pages  as  carrying  “gay-lesbian  literary 
books,”  according  to  the  Detroit  Free  Press. 

Ameritech  Publishing,  Inc.,  claims  it  allowed  the 
owners  of  Chosen  Books  to  run  the  ad  in  last  year’s 
Yellow  Pages  by  mistake  and  that  it  is  company 
policy  “since  forever  not  to  publish  advertising 
material  which  we  believe  is  offensive  to  our 
customers.”  Instead,  Ameritech  suggested  that 
Chosen  Books  be  described  as  an  “adult  bookstore” 
or  a  bookstore  for  “alternative  lifestyles.” 

Co-owner  Bill  Ashley  said,  ‘“Alternative  lifestyle’  is 
far  too  vague.  And  we’re  not  an  ‘adult  bookstore’  by 
any  means.  The  books  that  we  carry . . .  could  be  round  in 
a  Dalton  or  a  uouDieaay,  ir  tney  took  the  time  to  order 
the  books  and  stock  them.” 

Ameritech  representative  Jayne  Colombo  said  the 
policy  is  unwritten  and  “applied  on  a  case-by-case 
basis.” 

An  attorney  retained  by  the  bookstore’s  owners  will 
seek  an  injunction  against  Ameritech’s  policy  as  well 
as  file  a  lawsuit  against  it,  charging  violation  of  the 
owners’  First  Amendment  rights. 


‘traveling  down  the  streets?’ 

CAMBRIDGE  —  The  Travenol-Genentech 
Diagnostics,  Co.,  located  on  Memorial  Drive  in  Cam- 
brdige,  has  been  chosen  by  the  federal  government  to 
receive  one  of  five  licenses  to  develop  a  screening 
test  for  HTLV-3,  the  virus  now  thought  to  be  the  cause 
of  AIDS.  The  company  will  grow  cultures  of  the  virus 
to  be  used  in  developing  a  test  that  will  enable  blood 
banks  to  test  blood  donations  before  they  are  used 
for  transfusions. 

At  least  one  city  councillor,  however,  has  express¬ 
ed  fears  about  possible  health  hazards  to  the  city 
caused  by  the  presence  of  the  virus.  “I  want  to  know 
how  it  will  be  disposed  of.  Can  it  possibly  get  into  our 
drainage?”  said  Councillor  Saundra  Graham,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Cambridge  TAB.  “Will  it  be  traveling  down 
our  streets?” 

Representatives  of  the  company  appeared  at  a 
meeting  of  the  city’s  Biohazards  Committee  on  July 
10  to  describe  the  sophsticated  laboratory  facility 
they  have  built  for  the  research.  The  laboratory  is 
similar  to  those  used  for  recombinant  DNA  research, 
and  the  company  says  it  is  willing  to  abide  by  the 
city’s  ordinance  governing  that  research,  even  though 
the  ordinance  does  not  apply  to  the  HTLV-3  research. 

The  company  has  also  agreed  to  a  public  hearing  to 
discuss  the  research  on  July  17  at  7  p.m.  at  the  lecture 
hall  in  Cambridge  Hospital.  Representatives  of  the 
company  and  the  biohazards  committee  will  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  hearing. 


gay  mayor  wins  re-election  bid 

BUNCETON,  MO  —  The  gay  mayor  of  this  tiny 
central  Missouri  town  was  overwhelmingly  re-elected 
to  a  second  term  this  past  April.  Gene  Ulrich 
distinguished  himself  in  his  initial  term  as  the  first 
openly  gay  mayor  of  any  municipality  in  the  country, 
according  to  the  St.  Louis  Gay  News-Telegraph,  and 
has  contributed  to  many  improvements  in  Bunceton. 
During  Ulrich’s  first  term,  Bunceton  residents  saw  the 
construction  of  new  senior  citizens’  housing,  the  pav¬ 
ing  of  streets,  improved  city  services  and  an  in¬ 
novative  program  providing  solar  heating  units  to  city 
residents. 


supremes  squash  boy  scouts’  anti-qav 
discrimination 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
once  again  refused  to  rule  on  a  case  involving  the  civil 
rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  and,  in  so  doing, 
upheld  a  favorable  ruling  in  a  lower  court  which  held 
tht  the  Boy  Scouts  may  not  discriminate  against  a 
gay  man,  according  to  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

On  July  5,  the  Court  rejected  an  attempt  by  the 
California  Mount  Diablo  Council  of  Scouts  to  deny  a 
gay  Eagle  Scout,  Tim  Curran,  a  leadership  position  in 
a  Berkeley  troop.  Curran  may  now  assume  his  duties 
as  a  volunteer  adult  leader  assisting  Troop  37’s 
scoutmaster. 

The  Justices  issued  a  one-line  order  dismissing 
the  case  because  the  California  court  ruling  was  not 
“final,”  even  though  Boy  Scout  attorneys  have  no 
other  state  appellate  courts  in  which  to  challenge  the 
ruling  of  a  state  appeals  court.  That  ruling  said  the 
state’s  Unruh  Act  (a  civil  rights  law)  had  been 
violated  by  the  Boy  Scout’s  expulsion  of  Curran  on 
the  basis  of  his  sexual  preference. 

The  Court’s  non-ruling  means  that  California’s  Boy 
Scout  troops  may  no  longer  exclude  from  member¬ 
ship  men  and  boys  on  the  basis  of  their  sexuality. 

This  marks  the  third  time  this  year  that  the  coun¬ 
try  s  highest  court  has  sidestepped  an  issue  of  im¬ 
portance  to  gay  men  and  lesbians. 


gay  sculpture  reinstalled  at  Stanford 

STANFORD,  CA  —  The  outdoor  sculpture  “Gay 
Liberation,”  pictured  above,  by  artist  George  Segal, 
was  “very  quietly”  reinstalled  on  the  Stanford  Univer¬ 
sity  campus  on  June  7,  according  to  a  member  of  the 
school’s  gay  and  lesbian  student  group.  Floodlights 
now  brightly  illuminate  the  work,  which  had  been 
queerbashed  with  a  ballpeen  hammer  on  March  6  and 
subsequently  removed  for  repair. 

Police  investigations  of  the  incident  have  hit  a 
dead-end.  One  suspect  in  the  case  was  taken  in  for 
questioning,  but  cleared  himself  in  a  polygraph  ex¬ 
amination  administered  by  the  State  Department  of 
Justice.  The  chief  witness  was  also  unable  to 
positively  identify  him  as  the  person  seen  vandalizing 
the  sculpture. 

The  suspect  had.  however,  been  caught  in  the  act 
of  defacing  placards  at  the  sculpture  site  which  were 
placed  there  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  at  Stan¬ 
ford  (GLAS).  Det.  Harris  Kuhn  of  Stanford  police 
department  described  the  man  as  “extremely  anti¬ 
gay.” 

The  GLAS  Steering  Committee  requested  misde¬ 
meanor  vandalism  charges  be  brought  against  him. 
But  the  Santa  Clara  County  District  Attorney  declin¬ 
ed,  maintaining  the  monetary  damage  involved  was 
too  slight  to  warrant  charges.  The  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee  then  turned  the  matter  over  to  the  University  for 
possible  disciplinary  action,  since  the  man  is  a  Stan¬ 
ford  student. 

Installation  of  the  gay-positive  artwork  created 
some  uproar  amongst  alums.  One,  a  Karl  Amelang 
from  Houston,  registered  his  disapproval  in  a  letter  to 
Stanford  President  Donald  Kennedy.  In  it,  he  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  withhold  all  alumni  fund  donations 
until  “I  determine  whether  Stanford  is  contributing  to 
the  traditional  Judeo-Christian  value  system  that 
made  our  country  great,  or  whether  Stanford  is  help¬ 
ing  those  who  would  seek  to  destroy  our  way  of  life.” 


three  hoilywood  hustlers  killed 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  group  of  Hollywood  tran¬ 
sients  has  been  accused  of  killing  three  gay  male 
hustlers  this  past  winter  and  spring  in  an  attempt  to 
“rid  Santa  Monica  Boulevard  of  male  hookers,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Long  Island  Connection. 

Five  people  have  been  arrested  in  connection  with 
the  killings  which  took  place  on  three  different  dates. 
A  spokesman  for  the  sheriff’s  department  described 
the  suspects  as  “street  people”  and  said  they  refer¬ 
red  to  themselves  as  “The  Family.” 

The  slayings  began  in  February  after  a  motel  rob¬ 
bery  in  which  the  first  victim  participated.  The  bodies 
of  all  three  victims  had  been  dumped  in  remote  areas. 

A  young  woman  who  was  living  with  “The  Family” 
contacted  police  and  informed  them  of  the  killings. 


brotherly  love  not  extended  to  city  con¬ 
tracts 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Sexual  orientation  will  not  be 
included  in  service  contract  nondiscrimination 
clauses  with  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  according  to  the 
Gay  News.  New  contracts  were  issued  on  July  1  for 
the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal  year. 

A  spokesperson  for  City  Solicitor  Barbara  Mather 
said,  “We  don’t  feel  there’s  a  legal  obligation  to  in¬ 
clude  sexual  orientation  in  the  nondiscrimination 
clause  of  citycontracts.”  Only  race,  color,  religion, 
sex,  and  national  origin  will  be  listed  in  the  contracts. 

Both  the  city’s  Salvation  Army  and  the  Catholic  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  of  Philadelphia  had  indicated  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  sign  agreements  similar  to  those  which 
their  New  York  City  counterparts  refused  to  sign.  Cur¬ 
rently,  New  York  City  Mayor  Ed  Koch  awaits  a  court 
decision  on  the  constitutionality  of  his  own  executive 
order  50,  which  stipulated  that  contractors  with  the 
city  must  sign  sex  preference  nondiscrimination 
agreements  or  lose  their  contracts. 


‘a  crude  bribe’ 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  city’s  Tavern  Guild,  the 
gay  and  lesbian  bar  owners  association,  on  June  19 
deferred  until  October  any  action  on  a  proposed  plan 
to  promote  Coors  beer,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  Coors  beer  has  been  boycotted  in  California 
and  Colorado  since  1977,  and  some  Bay  Area  gay  and 
lesbian  groups,  along  with  black,  Hispanic,  and  labor 
organizations,  have  been  in  the  forefront  of  the 
boycott. 

Coors,  however,  is  anxious  to  get  back  on  the  taps 
in  gay  bars  and  offered  the  Tavern  Guild  $12,000  in¬ 
itially  to  promote  and  sell  its  product,  with  discus¬ 
sions  to  be  held  in  three  months  on  a  “more  substan¬ 
tial,  long-term  commitment.”  Some  Guild  members 
opposed  the  plan  because  they  said  Coors  didn’t  of¬ 
fer  enough  money  upfront  to  sell  its  beer. 

As  news  of  the  proposal  spread,  gay  and  non-gay 
activists  registered  strong  opposition.  Gay  labor  ac¬ 
tivist  Howard  Wallace  called  the  promotion  scheme 
Coors’  “attempt  to  buy  off  opposition  to  their 
discriminatory  employment  practices  and  their  con¬ 
tributions  to  right  wing  causes.” 

The  presidents  of  all  three  gay  Democratic  clubs 
issued  a  joint  letter  to  the  Guild  urging  them  not  to  ac¬ 
cept  Coors’  offer.  The  letter  called  the  offer  “a  crude 
bribe”  aimed  at  “destroying  the  long-standing 
boycott  of  Coors  products  in  our  community.” 

And  an  NAACP  official  said  the  Coors  offer  “is  part 
of  a  strategy  by  the  Coors  company  to  hold  out  money 
to  struggling  groups  to  entice  them  to  become  pro¬ 
moters  of  Coors  products,  instead  of  directly  dealing 
with  the  issue  of  their  discriminatory  employment 
practices  and  their  support  of  groups  that  are  an¬ 
tithetical  to  the  cause  of  civil  rights.” 

Company  president  Joseph  Coors  has  for  many 
years  donated  thousands  of  dollars  to  new  right 
groups,  including  the  Committee  for  Survival  of  a 
Free  Congress,  co-sponsor  of  the  Family  Forum  III,  a 
Christian  anti-gay  gathering  set  to  meet  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  just  days  before  the  Democratic  National  Con¬ 
vention. 


harvey  milk  film  to  be  show  in  new  york 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  A  feature-length  documen¬ 
tary,  Out  of  Order:  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk,  will  be 
previewed  on  July  18  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  New  York,  according  to  the  New 
York  City  News. 

The  film  is  set  in  San  Francisco  and  follows  Milk 
from  his  camera  store  on  Castro  Street  to  his  election 
to  the  city’s  Board  of  Supervisors.  Interviews  with 
people  who  knew  him,  TV  clips,  newspaper  headlines 
and  docurjientary  footage  bring  his  career  to  life  on 
the  screen.  Harvey  Fierstein  narrates  and  Mark  Isham 
composed  original  music. 

Tickets  for  this  benefit  showing  of  the  film  are  $5.  A 
cash  bar  opens  at  6:00  p.m.;  the  screening  begins  at 
7:00  p.m.  Call  (212)  340-9191  for  more  information. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  Greater  Gotham  Business 
Council. 


when  insight  fails... 

What  follows  are  AIDS  precautions  as  handed 
down  to  the  followers  of  Rajneesh: 

“1.  One  doesn’t  repress  sex  drive,  but  simply 
gives  it  up  through  insight.  That  is  the  most  certain 
protection  against  AIDS. 

“2.  Whoever  is  not  enlightened  enough  for  that 
must  stay  with  one  partner,  melt  together  with  him  in- 
nerly  more  and  more  until  sex  becomes  unimportant. 

“3.  When,  however,  it  has  to  be,  then:  Use  con¬ 
doms  during  the  sex  act  and  latex  or  rubber  gloves 
during  foreplay.  Totally  avoid  anal  and  oral  inter¬ 
course.” 

The  Seattle  Gay  News  reports  that  shortly  after 
these  guidelines  were  released  to  the  Rajneesh  rank 
and  file,  a  Berlin  ashram  requested  from  the  London 
Rubber  Company  a  “differential  bid  for  your  pro¬ 
phylactic  brand  Wenn  purchased  in  lots  of  three,  five, 
and  ten  thousand.” 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Clinical  Can  of  Worms'* 


HTLV-3  Screening:  Problematic  But 


Available 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  After  struggling 
with  the  issue  for  several  months, 
the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  has  decided  to  make 
available  the  HTLV-3  (Human 
T-Cell  Leukemia  Virus)  screening 
test  to  clients  who  request  it  and 
who  are  willing  to  go  through  the 
center’s  educational  procedure. 

The  screen,  which  currently  is 
available  only  for  research  pur¬ 
poses,  tests  for  the  presence  of  an¬ 
tibodies  to  the  HTLV-3  virus.  An¬ 
tibodies  are  the  cells  which  the 
body  produces  to  fight  off  infec¬ 
tions  and  are  specific  to  the  agent 
they  fight. 

The  Fenway  is  one  of  the 
primary  providers  of  medical  care 
to  the  gay  male  community  and 
has  played  a  dominant  role  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  AIDS  crisis  in  the  city. 

Five  companies  have  been 
chosen  by  the  U.S.  government, 
which  holds  a  patent  on  the  screen¬ 
ing  process,  to  begin  mass  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  screening  kits.  Jaime 
Haines,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Boston  Chapter  of  the  American 
Red  Cross,  told  GCN  that  Red 
Cross  officials  expect  the  kits  to  be 
available  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  decision  by  the  Fenway  to 
make  available  the  screen  came 
only  after  long  discussion  and  with 
•a  great  deal  of  ambivalence.  Ken 
Mayer,  M.D.,  director  of  research 
at  the  Fenway  and  an  im¬ 
munologist,  commented,  “[The 
screen]  is  great  epidemiologically, 
but  clinically,  it  is  a  can  of 
worms.” 

What  are  the  problems  with  a 
test  which,  acording  to  one  resear¬ 
cher,  is  accurate?  First,  nobody 
knows  what  the  results  mean.  Se¬ 
cond,  it  is  a  piece  of  information 
about  an  individual  which  could 
be  misused,  causing  serious  reper¬ 
cussions. 

Dennis  James,  a  medical  pro¬ 
vider  at  the  Fenway,  told  GCN, 
“It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to 
discuss  the  results  with  a  patient, 
because  I  don’t  know  what  it 
means.” 

Larry  Kessler,  the  coordinator 
of  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee,  commented  simply:  It  isn’t 
an  AIDS  test.” 

Currently,  there  is  insufficient 


By  Jim  Ryan 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The 
Democratic  National  Convention, 
which  begins  here  on  Monday,  Ju¬ 
ly  16,  promises  to  be  a  high  point 
in  the  efforts  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  play  a  more  visible  role  in 
electoral  politics  in  America. 

According  to  Tom  Chorlton, 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democratic  Clubs,  there  are  now 
64  openly  gay  or  lesbian  delegates, 
alternates  or  committee  members 
participating  in  the  convention. 
Chorlton  expects  that  number  to 
grow  as  men  and  women  who  have 
not  been  working  with  his 
organization  arrive  here  and 
decide  to  join  the  officially 
recognized  gay  and  lesbian  caucus. 

The  caucus  is  quickly  becoming 
as  large  as  it  was  in  1980,  dispelling 
fears  that  1984  would  see  far  fewer 
gay  and  lesbian  convention  par¬ 
ticipants. 

The  numbers  represent  a  victory 
over  a  selection  process  that  was 
much  more  difficult  and  costly 
than  it  had  been  four  years  ago.  A 
greater  number  of  this  year’s 
delegate  slots  were  reserved  for 
elected  officials,  and  there  we;-e 
fewer  alternate  positions.  The  pro¬ 
liferation  of  candidates  and  the 
early  withdrawal  of  Alan  Cranston 
from  the  race  also  undermined  the 
efforts  by  many  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  win  delegate  positions. 

In  terms  of  issues,  many  of  the 


knowledge  regarding  the  cause  of 
AIDS  and  the  ways  in  which  it  runs 
its  course  to  accurately  interpret 
the  test  results.  For  example,  sup¬ 
pose  a  person  tests  positive  for  the 
HTLV-3  antibody.  That  indicates 
exposure  to  the  virus.  But  what  are 
the  implications?  Does  that  mean 
he  has  weathered  the  virus  and  is 
now  immune?  Is  he  harboring  a 
virus  which  will  eventually  over¬ 
whelm  the  body’s  defenses?  Is  he  a 
carrier  of  the  virus?  If  he  has  the 
antibody,  can  another  exposure  to 
it  or  repeated  exposures  eventually 
overwhelm  his  body?  And  what 
does  it  mean  to  test  positive  and  to 
be  symptomatic  or  asymptomatic? 

Mayer  draws  an  analogy  with 
hepatitis  B,  another  virus  where 
gay  men  are  at  high  risk.  “With 
hepatitis  B,  there  are  two  an¬ 
tibodies.  One  of  these  antibodies 
indicates  protection,  the  other  in¬ 
dicates  a  carrier  state.” 

If  a  person  tests  negative  for  the 
antibody,  that  also  raises  ques¬ 
tions.  For  example,  does  it 
definitely  indicate  non-exposure? 
Mayer  thinks  not  necessarily. 
“With  some  people  who  test 
negative  we  don’t  know  if  they’re 
incubating  and  haven’t  expressed 
it  yet  or  if  the  body’s  immune 
system  is  not  expressing  that 
specific  antibody.  We’re  only 
looking  at  one  small  way  in  which 
the  body  responds  to  this  virus.” 

And,  Kessler  asks,  if  testing 
negative  means  a  person  hasn’t 
been  exposed,  should  he  start  wor¬ 
rying  that  the  first  exposure  will 
result  in  a  full  blown  case  of 
AIDS? 

Another  reason  that  people  are 
uneasy  is  that  nobody  knows  ex¬ 
actly  what  role  HTLV-3  plays  in 
the  development  of  AIDS.  Mayer 
believes  the  bulk  of  research  to 
date  favors  HTLV-3  as  a  primary 
factor.  He  does  not  believe, 
however,  that  HTLV-3  acts  alone, 
but  with  other  co-factors  such  as 
cytomegolovirus  (CMV)  or 
Epstein-Barr  virus  (EBV).  “EBV 
and  CMV  may  play  secondary 
roles.  In  and  of  itself,  I  don’t  think 
they’re  the  AIDS  agent.  HTLV-3 
may  be  the  key  factor. . . .  [Also]  the 
sequence  may  be  important  [in  the 
notion  of  co-factors],  exposure  to 


battles  for  gay  and  lesbian  con¬ 
cerns  have  already  been  waged  and 
won.  The  proposed  platform, 
ironed  out  two  weeks  ago,  includes 
a  call  for  legislation  to  prohibit 
discrimination  in  employment,  a 
call  for  improved  AIDS-related 
research,  a  promise  not  to  exclude 
foreign  citizens  solely  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation,  and  a  pro¬ 
mise  that  sexual  orientation  per  se 
would  not  be  grounds  for  exclu¬ 
sion  from  the  military. 

In  addition,  a  paragraph-  was 
added  this  year  condeming 
violence  against  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians. 

The  convention  will  vote  on  the 
platform  on  Tuesday  night,  July 
17.  On  Monday,  the  convention 
takes  up  the  recommendations  of 
the  rules  committee.  The  proposed 
resolutions  include  one  which 
mandates  that  state  parties,  in  the 
process  of  delegate  selection,  con¬ 
duct  an  outreach  program  that  in¬ 
cludes  gay  men  and  lesbians.  A  se¬ 
cond  resolution  would  result  in 
representatives  from  the  gay  and 
lesbian  caucus  on  all  the 
Democratic  national  committees. 

Sexual  orientation  is  also  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  third  resolution  con¬ 
cerning  open  party  meetings. 

Chorlton  calls  the  proposed 
rules  and  platform  “an  excep¬ 
tional  success”  and  foresees  little 
difficulty  in  having  them  adopted 
by  the  full  convention.  Chorlton 


virus  ‘x’  first,  then  HTLV-3  or  vice 
versa.” 

Something  to  complicate  the 
picture  further  is  the  fact  that  the 
virus  is  not  always  isolated  in  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS.  Mayer  says  it  is 
possible  that  the  virus  depleted  the 
cells,  literally  starving  itself  out. 

And  finally,  Mayer  added  that 
while  evidence  linking  HTLV-3  as 
a  causal  agent  in  AIDS  is  strong, 
the  possibility  that  the  virus  is 
simply  another  opportunistic  in¬ 
fection  has  not  been  completely 
ruled  out. 

Ironically,  although  the  test  for 
the  antibodies  is  of  limited  or  even 
dubious  clinical  value  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time,  it  may  in  the  long  run 
give  a  better  understanding  of 
AIDS.  “Epiderrtiologically,  it  is 
very  important  because  it  is  a 
screening  test  that  gives  us  some 
index  of  exposure,”  says  Mayer, 
“but  it  is  a  very  complicated  issue, 
people  who  are  selflessly 
motived  want  to  help  understand 
the  biology  of  this  sooner. 
[We’ll]  have  lots  of  information 
for  asymptomatic  and  symp¬ 
tomatic  people....  We’re  going  to 
find  that  a  good  number  of  sexually 
active  gay  men  are  positive.  Those 
people  are  important  to  follow. 
How  are  going  to  say  ‘x’  number 
of  people  are  going  to  get  ill,  if  we 
don’t  follow  this  group?” 

And  the  possibility  that  many 
gay  men  will  test  positive  has 
become  a  real  concern.  Recently, 
the  Washington  Post  reportecLthat 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  is  examining  frozen  blood 
samples  obtained  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  gay  men  who  were  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  federal  hepatitis  B 
study.  The  original  samples  were 
collected  in  1978  and  1980. 

Researchers  went  back  to  ex¬ 
amine  these  samples  and  found 
that  one  percent  of  the  1978  sam¬ 
ple  showed  evidence  of  the  lym- 
phadenopathy  virus  (LAV). 
(LAV,  a  virus  discovered  in 
France,  is  believed  by  many  at  this 
point  to  be  the  same  as  the 
HTLV-3.  Tests  are  ongoing  to 
establish  this  definitively.)  When 
the  1980  samples  were  examined,  it 
was  discovered  that  24  percent 


hopes  that  that  caucus  will  prove 
itself  to  be  an  important  bloc  of 
votes  on  other  issues  as  well:  “Full 
participation  is  the  game.” 

Greater  interest  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  concerns  will  also  be 
generated  by  a  National  March  for 
Lesbian/Gay  Rights  scheduled  for 
Sunday  afternoon,  July  15.  At 
least  50,0(X)  people  are  expected  to 
march  down  Market  Street  from 
the  Castro  district  to  the  Moscone 
Center,  site  of  the  convention.  The 
presence  in  San  Francisco  of  over 
20,(X)0  members  of  the  media 
should  make  the  march  the  most 
visible  in  the  history  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  movement. 

Chorlton  believes  that  “the 
march  will  have  a  very  positive  ef¬ 
fect  by  underscoring  the  size  and 
diversity  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.”  Indeed,  the  very 
presence  of  the  convention  in  a  city 
with  such  a  large  and  active  gay 
and  lesbian  community  almost 
guarantees  greater  media 
coverage. 

While  it  is  unlikely  that  Walter 
Mondale  will  make  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  a  centerpiece  of  his  accep¬ 
tance  speech,  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  convention  participants  and 
the  media  will  be  affected  by  the 
presence  of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
on  the  convention  floor,  in  the 
convention  hall  and  in  the  streets 
surrounding  it. 

—  filed  from  Washington 


were  antibody  positive. 

The  Post  article  states  that  some 
men  in  the  original  study  were  call¬ 
ed  back  for  a  follow-up  and  55  per¬ 
cent  of  them  showed  evidence  of 
LAV  antibodies  in  their  blood. 
Beyond  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  gay  men  seem  to  have 
been  exposed  to  LAV,  the 
longterm  implications  in  terms  of 
the  health  of  individuals  cannot  be 
predicted. 

With  all  the  drawbacks  and 
questions,  why  would  Fenway 
want  to  offer  the  test?  The  answer 
lies  not  Just  in  the  anticipated  de¬ 
mand  for  the  test,  but  also  in  the 
notion  of  making  it  available  to 
well-informed  clients.  There  is  also 
the  feeling  at  the  Fenway  that  since 
some  people  will  go  elsewhere  for 
the  test,  it  would  be  better  for  it  to 
be  offered  at  an  institution  where 
the  staff  is  aware  of  and  sensitive 
to  the  social  and  political  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  test  results. 

Additionally,  in  a  limited 
number  of  cases  it  may  be  a  useful 
part  of  the  overall  clinical  picture. 
Kessler  gives  an  example  of  a  per¬ 
son  showing  some  symptoms  com¬ 
mon  to  AIDS.  If  such  a  person 
tests  negative  for  the  antibody,  it 
could  encourage  the  medical  pro¬ 
vider  to  consider  other 
possibilities  besides  AIDS. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  a 
diagnosis  of  AIDS  is  clinically 
complex  and  that  symptoms 
associated  with  AIDS  are  also 
associated  with  other,  often  milder 
and  more  transitory  illnesses. 
Thus,  while  it  is  not  clear  what  the 
test  results  mean,  many  clinicians 
would  probably  prefer  to  have  it, 
were  it  not  for  the  psychological 
implications  it  has  for  the  client. 
But  would  it  be  ethical  for  a 
medical  provider  to  withhold  such 
information?  Mayer  summarizes: 
“What  is  the  morality  of  not  tell¬ 
ing  people  when  you  have  a  result 
which  ultimately  may  be  signifi¬ 
cant  [but]  has  a  lot  of  emotional 
charge,  versus  telling  people, 
[which]  has  a  certain 
capriciousness?” 

David  Ho,  a  researcher  at 
Massachusetts  General,  told  GCN 
there  are  two  levels  of  screening 
currently  available  to,  researchers. 
The  first,  which  goes  by  the 
acronym  ELISA,  is  used  by  Gallo’s 
lab  and  is  the  quicker,  but  less  ac¬ 
curate,  of  the  two.  The  second, 
called  Western  Blot,  is  the  more 
sensitive  test  but  is  also  more 
tedious.  He  said  the  suggested  pro¬ 
cedure  is  to  first  do  ELISA  and  if 
the  results  are  positive,  do  the 
Western  Blot.  Ho  characterized 
the  screening  as  accurate  but  add¬ 
ed  that  responsible  administration 
is  needed  and  that  if  a  person  tests 
positive  it  is  useful  to  ask  which 
method  was  used. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  com¬ 
plexities,  the  Fenway  will  set  up  a 
protocol  where  a  person  who 
wishes  to  be  screened  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  attend  three  educational 
sessions.  At  the  first  session  a 
medical  staffer  will  provide  infor¬ 
mation  as  tb  what  the  test  is  and  is 
not  and  the  client  will  receive  a 
packet  of  information  the  Fenway 
staff  is  now  compiling.  The  client 
will  be  required  to  read  this  infor¬ 
mation  at  home  and  return  days 
later  if  he  decides  to  go  ahead  with 
the  screen. 

The  final  decision  will  rest  joint¬ 
ly  with  the  client  and  providerT 
Kessler  said,  “It  will  be  available  if 
it  is  within  context,  if  they  think 
they’ve  been  exposed,  if  it  looks 
like  a  positive  reading  will  send 
them  off  the  wall,  we  won’t  do  it. 
It’s  a  bit  of  red  tape.  We’re  not 
making  it  easy,  but  we’re  not 
blocking  it  either.” 

If  the  decision  is  made  to  do  the 
screen,  a  complete  physical  exam 
will  be  done  and  blood  drawn.  The 
results  will  be  given  by  the  medical 
provider  who  will  interpret  it  as 
well  as  possible  in  light  of  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  medical  profile. 


Anthony  Knopp,  executive 
director  of  the  Fenway,  told  GCN 
that  when  all  was  said  and  done, 
they  considered  it  incumbent  upon 
the  Fenway  to  have  the  test 
available.  “It’s  important  for  us  to 
have  a  position,  that  is,  that  we 
don’t  know  exactly  what  this 
means.  [But]  we  can’t  bury  our 
heads  in  the  sand,  we  must  deal 
with  it.  We’ll  share  information 
and  involve  patients  in  making  a 
decision.  We’ll  inform  not  just 
from  a  medical  point  of  view  but 
from  other  points  of  view. 
Whether  or  not  the  test  is  used  in 
an  individual  case  will  [depend 
upon]  the  active  participation  of 
the  patient.  We’ll  require  him  to 
give  thought  to  it  and  come  back 
to  us  with  an  answer.” 

From  individuals  who  have  gone 
through  the  process,  it  has  become 
clear  that  support  will  be  needed 
for  persons  testing  positive.  Bob 
Andrews,  the  media  coordinator 
of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
has  volunteered  a  study  of  high 
risk  people  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital.  As  part  of  the 
research  study,  Andrews  was 
screened  and  found  to  be  antibody 
positive. 

“It  was  a  new  bit  of  health  in¬ 
formation,”  said  Andrews,  “[but] 
for  me  personally  [it]  was  ab¬ 
solutely  useless.  It  created  anxiety 
in  me.  [But  it  was]  important 
because  I’m  with  the  [AAC]  and 
we  [now]  have  information  about 
what  a  person  goes  through  when 
they  get  the  results.  We  need  to 
know  how  to  deal  with  people  who 
don’t  have  the  resources  I  do.  We 
need  to  develop  the  support 
staff.” 

Andrews  adds  that  it  made  him 
even  more  aware  of  his  health.  “If 
anything  comes  up.  I’d  contact  my 
doctor  right  away.”  But,  he  adds, 
“this  may  push  some  people  away 
from  their  medical  provider.” 

Of  the  people  with  whom  GCN 
spoke,  all  agreed  that  regardless  of 
how  a  person  might  test, 
guidelines  around  “safe  sex”  still 
apply.  Says  Mayer,  “This  is  not  a 
substitute  for  dealing  with  the 
issues  the  crisis  raises.  It’s  not  a 
substitute  for  all  the  talk  about 
safe  sex.  That  won’t  be  changed.” 

Recently,  Secretary  of  Health 
and  Human  Services  (HHS) 
Margaret  Heckler  announced  that 
five  permits  were  issued  to  develop 
a  screening  kit  to  be  distributed 
commercially.  According  to 
Chuck  Ebling,  a  spokesperson  for 
one  of  those  companies,  Travenol- 
Genentech  of  Chicago,  the  kits, 
when  developed,  will  have  to  be 
licensed  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration  (FDA)  before 
distribution. 

Ebling  said  the  other  companies 
holding  rights  are:  Abbott 
Laboratories  in  Chicago;  Elec¬ 
tronucleonics,  Inc.,  Columbia, 
Md.;  Litton-Bionetics,  Kens¬ 
ington,  Md.;  and  two  companies 
holding  a  joint  permit,  Dupont  of 
Wilmington,  Del.  and  Biotech 
Research  Laboratories  of 
Rockville,  Md. 

In  her  official  statement. 
Heckler  touted  the  development  of 
Continued  on  page  6 

CORRECTION 
In  last  week’s  article, 
“Domestic  AIDS  Cases  Clear 
5(XX)  Mark,”  it  was  incorrectly 
reported  that  New  York  City 
reported  10  new  A  IDS  cases  per 
day.  This  should  have  read  10 
cases  per  week.  We  apologize 
for  the  error. 

4>  *  « 

The  gay  and  lesbian  pride 
report  from  San  Francisco 
which  appeared  in  Vol.  11,  No. 
50  was  written  by  Scott 
Brookie.  We.  inadvertently 
neglected  to  credit  him  for  his 
fine  contribution  to  “Queer 
Across  the  Nation.”  Sorry, 
Scott. 


Victory  over  Selection  Process 

Gay  Role  At  Convention 
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Community  Voices - 

as  machiavelli  sez  barred  at  the  door  a  mystery  to  me 


Dear  CCN: 

A  TRUE  CONFESSION: 

My  name  is  Alfredo  Enrico  Vellucci.  I  have 
been  holding  elective  office  in  Cambridge  for  the 
past  thirty-four  years  —  seventeen-two  year  terms 
to  be  exact  —  two  terms  on  the  School  Committee 
1952-55.  Fifteen  terms  on  the  City  Council.  Four 
terms  as  Vice-Mayor  and  three  terms  as  Mayor 
1970-71  —  1976-77  —  1982-83.  I  must  be  doing 
something  right! 

I  don’t  carry  a  lable  of  any  sort  that  identifies 
me  as  to  my  beliefs,  theories,  philosophies  or 
practicalities. 

When  1  became  of  age  (21),  1  ran  against  a 
politician  slate  for  Democrat  City  Committee  in 
Ward  1  Cambridge.  Because  the  Cambridge  Pols 
would  not  include  me  on  their  slate,  1  ran  against 
the  slate  and  “knocked-off”  one  of  their  “fair¬ 
haired”  chosen  slate  members.  1  ran  as  an  In¬ 
dependent  Democrat  and  got  more  votes  than  all 
members  of  the  slate.  I  “sort-of-kind-a”  like  the 
feeling  of  being  independent.  Webster  says,  “It’s 
O.K.  to  be  independent  than  no-one  owns  your 
body  and  you  can  vote  your  conscience”. 

My  true  confession  is  that  I’m  really  a 
Humanist,  a  populist,  a  controversionist,  a 
humorist  and  a  politician.  For  me  to  help  the 
working  people  of  Cambridge  1  must  get  elected. 
Out-  of  office  1  am  a  “dead  politician”  and  can¬ 
not  help  those  who  suffer  most  in  my  City  of 
Cambridge.  I  live  by  the  book  of  Signore  Nicola 
Machiavelli  —  for  the  bottom  line  is  what  counts 
—  and  what’s  the  difference  how  the  issues  are 
resolved  as  long  as  the  bottom  line  and  the  results 
come  out  in  favor  of  the  sufferers. 

Now  then,  a  long  line  of  issues  have  been 
resolved  through  laws,  ordinances,  etc.,  such  as 
rent  control,  condo-control,  consumer  council, 
women’s  commission,  DNA  control,  scientific 
board,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  which  heavily  involved 
Councillor  Vellucci.  And  now  we  are  faced  with 
two  very  important  issues  in  Cambridge  City 
Council,  (1)  Cambridge  Police  Review  Board, 
and  (2)  Cambridge  Human  Rights  Commission. 
Both  those  two  issues  have  been  introduced  by 
Signor  Councillor  A1  Vellucci  —  not  the  so  called 
labled  members  of  the  Cambridge 
“silk-stocking”  C.C.A.  political  party  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  The  two  issues  presently  in  City  Coucil  to 
be  voted  into  law  are  being  considered  for  final 
adoption 

We  must  remember  never  to  forget  that  I, 
Councillor  Alfred  Vellucci,  introduced  (first)  the 
two  proposed  ordinances  —  not  “silk-stocking” 
political  party  “do-gooders”  of  Cambridge.  1 
ahve  been  involved  in  peoples  issues  for  thirty- 
four  years.  It’s  nothing  new  to  me.  Let’s  face  it! 
The  so-called  “do-gooders”  “blew  it”  and 
they’re  in  political  shock  because  a  “local-yokel” 

■  from  a  working  class  neighborhood  beat  them  to 
the  “punch”  with  my  introduction  of  the  two  or¬ 
dinances  dealing  with  human  rights.  You’d  think 
that  the  suburban  liberals  had  a  monopoly  on 
human  rights.  They  forgot  that  I  came  from  a 
family  of  early  Italian  immigrants  and  that  1  (we) 
suffered  under  the  terror  of  discrimination. 

Let’s  not  ever  forget,  that  I  will  always 
remember  the  local  and  world  wide  issue  of  Sacco 
and  Vanzetti  of  the  1920’s. 

The  two  issues  of  Police  Review  Board  and 
Human  Rights  are  a  “stone  throw”  from  being 
adopted.  I  know  the  issues  involved.  I  am  work¬ 
ing  on  two  good  ordinances.  1  am  sure  when  the 
ordinances  are  completed  the  people  who  are  suf¬ 
fering  will  be  the  winners. 

Since  the  Gay  Community  Newspaper  dated 
July  7,  hit  the  newsstands,  my  telephone  has  not 
stop  ringing  —  people  calling  me,  offering  help, 
offering  to  give  me  an  “assist”  in  the  preparation 
of  a  good  human  rights  ordinance.  After  all,  as 
Signor  Machiavelli,  sez,  “it’s  the  bottom  line  that 
counts  and  its’  no  matter  how  ya  do  it  as  long  it 
comes  out  O.K.” 

Arrividerci, 

Councillor  A1  Vellucci 
City  Hall 
Cambridge,  MA 

P.S.  I  am  a  registered  Democrat  and  1  vote 
Democrat. 


unsteady  thinking 

Dear  GCN-. 

It  was  with  great  amazement  that  1  read 
Charley  Shively’s  article  reviewing  the  latest  crop 
of  sex/health  guides  —  amazement  that  you 
would  let  anyone  review  books  who  can’t  even 
handle  basic  grammar.  I’ve  never  seen  such  wret¬ 
ched  writing.  Only  the  liberally  sprinkled  typos 
could  make  it  worse  —  and  did. 

Most  infuriating  of  all  was  Shively’s  statement 
that  IV  drug  users  “distrust  anything  the  govern¬ 
ment,  doctors  or  politicians  might  say  about  their 
condition;  they  are  used  to  all  the  stories  about 
how  self-destructive  their  behavior  is....”  Does 
Shively  mean  to  imply  that  IV  drug  use  is  any¬ 
thing  but  destructive?  If  so,  his  thinking  is  even 
unsteadier  than  his  writing. 

If  this  is  the  garbage  you’re  printing,  then  GCN 
is  dead.  Cancel  my  subscription  instantly.  Thank 
you. 

Dennis  Meiners 
New  York,  NY 


[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Leslie  Tif¬ 
fany,  assistant  manager  of  the  1270  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Ms.  Tiffany: 

We  would  like  to  bring  to  your  attention  an  in¬ 
cident  that  involved  two  of  your  staff  on  June  16. 
We  were  outraged  at  the  treatment  one  of  us 
received  while  presenting  a  valid  out-of-state 
license.  The  doorperson  demanded  that  a 
Massachusetts  license  be  shown  the  next  time  we 
patronized  your  club.  If  it  had  been  a  request 
rather  than  a  demand,  perhaps  we  would  have  let 
the  situation  pass  and  proceed  into  the  club  (can 
everyone  afford  a  $30  fee  to  transfer  a  license?) 
We  took  issue,  however,  with  his  attitude  and  the 
way  he  abused  his  power.  When  we  challenged  his 
demand,  he  refused  to  let  us  enter. 

He  insulted  us  be  referring  to  us  as  “girls”  and 
after  we  politely  corrected  him,  he  continued  to 
refer  to  us  as  “girls.”  At  this  point  we  became  ex¬ 
tremely  angry  and  were  very  vocal  about  how  we 
felt.  A  shouting  match  began  and  then  without 
provocation  a  uniformed  officer  came  over  and 
grabbed  one  of  us  (give  someone  a  badge  and  they 
think  they  control  the  world).  There  was  nothing 
for  us  to  do  but  leave  feeling  angry  and  frustrated 
that  these  men  used  this  situation  as  an  excuse  to 
“flex  their  muscles.”  Once  again,  the  men  have 
the  power,  .so  they  make  the  rules. 

The  behavior  of  your  staff  was  unacceptable. 
We  can  only  assume  this  offensive  attitude  is  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  management  and  the  staff  of  the 
Twelve.  Therefore,  we  will  never  patronize  your 
club  again,  and  are  encouraging  others  to  do  the 
same. 

How  ironic  this  happened  on  the  day  of  the 
Gay  Pride  March  (the  theme  “Unity  and  More  in 
’84”??)  and  at  a  club  that  is  advertised  as 
Boston’s  only  club  for  gay  men  and  women.  Is 
this  how  you  promote  unity  among  women/men 
and  gays/bisexuals/heterosexuals? 

Sincerely, 

Barb  Kay 
Ruth  Tkacz 
Somerville,  MA 

inaccuracies 

abound 

Dear  GCN: 

Sarah  Shulman’s  coverage  of  a  speakout  on  les¬ 
bian  battering  held  recently  in  New  York  City  was 
full  of  the  factual  inaccuracies  and  pathetic  at¬ 
tempts  at  analysis  that  have  become  synonymous 
with  her  byline.  Below,  corrections: 

Shulman  introduced  news  of  the  speakout 
with,  “When  1  learned  that  one  of  the  major  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  Week  events  in  New  York  City 
would  be  a  forum  on  lesbian  battering,  1  thoughtj 
things  looked  pretty  dismal.”  I  won’t  deign  to 
comment  on  the  insensitivity  of  putting  this 
remark  in  print.  1  think  most  will  agree  that  the 
fact  that  the  speakout  occurred  at  all  represents 
community  strength,  not  weakness.  It  meant  our 
community  was  now  able  to  examine  problems  in 
our  own  house. 

Shulman  .actually  identified  both  co¬ 
facilitators  of  the  event  by  our  full  names,  even 
though  press  and  audience  were  explicitly  told  on¬ 
ly  /  felt  comfortable  being  publicly  identified.  As 
a  result,  Shulman  has  jeopardized  the  safety  of 
my  co-facilitator.  This  amazing  breach  of  con¬ 
fidentiality  —  and  trust  —  is  truly  frightening.  It 
will  have  a  chilling  effect  on  further  speakouts. 

Shulman  quoted  me  as  saying  1  had  been,  “the 
‘leader’  of  the  Southern  lesbian  community.” 
What  1  said  I  was  a  leader  in  a  small  Southern 
town. 

Shulman  told  readers  1  had  been  in  “a  violent 
relationship.”  That  muddy  phrase  could  imply 
reciprocity.  Language  consistent  with  that  used  in 
the  speakout  should  have  been  used.  1  said  1  was  a 
victim  of  battering. 

Shulman  reported  a  woman  named  Gerri  told 
of  her  mother  being  battered  by  her  father  —  then 
moving  into  a  butch-femme  relationship  in  which 
an  identical  pattern  of  battering  emerged.  This  is 
the  opposite  of  what  Gerri  said.  “Gerri ’s” 
testimony  was  read  at  the  speakout  and  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  later  issue  of  GCN  under  the  title  “Not 
in  My  Neighborhood.”  Readers  can  see  for 
themselves  that  Gerri’s  mother  was  not  battered 
by  Gerri’s  father.  Instead,  that  relationship  was 
one  of  “security.”  And  at  the  end  of  the  story,  in 
an  interesting  turn-around,  Gerri  emphasizes  she 
does  not  believe  battering  is  the  exclusive  pro¬ 
vince  of  butch-femme.  These  facts  and  subtleties 
were  ignored. 

Shulman  presented  the  observations  of 
“counselors”  that  lesbian  battering  and  straight 
battering  are  distinct.  She  did  not  bother  to  name 
her  sources.  And  she  presented  no  evidence  to 
lend  credence  to  the  assertion. 

Shulman  wrote,  “Counselors  have  also  observ¬ 
ed  that  a  battered  woman  in  one  relationship  can 
become  the  batterer  in  the  next.  This  journalistic 
ploy  allows  unidentified  “counselors”  to 
shoulder  the  blame  for  what  is  an  outrageous  at¬ 
tack  on  the  victims  of  battering.  It  is  an  approach 
that  posits  lesbian  battering  is  a  disease  some  poe- 
ple  get.  Like  trichomoniasis  —  partners  can  pass 
it  back  and  forth. 

Shulman’s  blame-the-victim  analysis,  complete 
disregard  for  confidentiality,  and  sloppy  handl¬ 
ing  of  the  facts  offended  me  enormously. 

Nancy  Langer 
New  York,  NY 


Dear  people. 

I’ve  put  enormous  hours  and  energies  forth 
analyzing  and  it  prevails  me  nothing.  Maybe  I  can 
receive  some  positive  enlightenment  from  those 
who  are  conscious  out  there.  I’m  trying  to  com¬ 
prehend  in  depth  why  gay  people,  who  are 
discriminated  against,  oppressed  and  treated  so 
bad  by  our  government  and  society,  after 
understanding  the  agony  directed  against  other 
minorities  (in, essence,  blacks);  the  reality  of  this 
pains  me  deeply;  I  just  can’t  comprehend  why  gay 
people  support  the  government  so  much,  and 
assist  in  one  way  or  another  (or  don’t  resist)  in 
murdering  beautiful  people  in  other  nations  who 
refuse  to  submit  to  the  colonizing  of  this  govern¬ 
ment. 

People,  don’t  you  even  know  this  government? 
That  its  primary  interest  dwells  at  achieving 
power  and  money  at  the  cost  of  people’s  lives! 
These  questions  remain  quite  a  mystery  to  me, 
what  about  you??? 

I  maintain  a  philosophy  that  communication 
between  people  is  a  precious  gem.  Let’s  combine 
our  skills  and  excell  in  questions  and  con¬ 
sciousness. 

Thank  you  for  your  time, 

Mike  Pruitt 
40391 

Box  900-5A-78 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Chicago,  Chicago 

Dear  GCN: 

Greetings  from  Chicago:  This  year  we  plan  to 
have  a  parade  as  big,  or  bigger  than  last  year’s. 
One  of  our  local  gay  attorneys,  Mr.  Ron  Eheman, 
has  a  weekly  column  in  Cay  Life  newspaper.  The 
last  several  issues  have  been  on  the  history  of  the 
Gay  Movement  from  the  Nazis  in  Germany  to  the 
present.  He  is  one  of  the  few  people  who  write  for 
Gay/Lesbian  publications  that  stress  the  fact  that 
the  Queens,  and  yes,  the  Street  Queens,  were  just 
as  involved  in  making  the  history  of  the  Gay 
Movement.  We  were  just  as  involved  in  the 
pickets,  the  demonstrations,  the  boycotts,  before 
Stonewall,  as  we  were  in  the  Stonewall  Riots, 
itself.  All  too  many  Gays  and  Lesbians  would  like 
to  forget  about  the  Queens,  like  they  never,  ex¬ 
isted.  That  it  was  only  the  Gays  and  the  Lesbians 
that  were  involved.  But  we  won’t  let  you  forget, 
we  can’t  let  you  forget,  forget  that  the  community 
you  now  practice  so  much  discrimination  against, 
was  standing  beside  you  arm  in  arm,  fighting  the 
police,  fighting  society,  to  say  we  are  all  okay. 
Gays,  Lesbians,  and  Queens. 

As  founder  of  the  oldest  TV/TS  support 
groups  in  Chicago,  I  feel  especially  good  about 
this  year’s  Gay/Lesbian  pride  week  and  parade. 
Not  only  am  1  celebrating  my  17  year  of  being  in¬ 
volved  as  an  activist  in  the  Gay,  Lesbian, 
Transperson  movement,  I  am  also  celebrating  9 
years  that  Gender  Services  of  Chicago  has  been 
involved  in  Chicago’s  TV/TS  movement.  1  thas 
been  a  slow,  painful  process,  but  with  results. 
With  help  of  people  like  Vanessa,  Tiffany,  Susan, 
Jackie,  Tracy,  Chris  and  many  others.  Gender 
Services  has  existed  to  be  a  place  for  people  to 
come  for  understanding,  for  acceptance,  for  the 
right  path  to  their  whole-being.  It  hasn’t  been 
easy,  many  times  we  have  reached  into  our 
paychecks,  our  own  pockets,  to  keep  the  bills 
paid,  to  post  bond  —  to  get  someone  out  of  jail, 
to  help  someone  pay  for  hormone  shots,  to  send  a 
card  or  flowers  to  someone  in  the  hospital  to  say 
CONGRATULATIQNS,  you  did  it.  But  it  was 
well  worth  it. 

This  year  with  having  a  Liason  to  the  Mayor’s 
office.  Police  Department,  and  city  agencies,  we 
hope  to  make  enroads  into  city  government  to 
help  the  TV/TS  and  Queens,  as  well  as  the 
Gay/Lesbian  community. 

Along  with  Sharon  Hart  and  Windy  City 
Chapter  of  Gateways  Gender  Alliance,  we  plan 
much  more  for  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the 
Midwest.  A  newsletter  that  is  hot  only  going  to 
provide  information  on  what’s  going  on  and 
where  to  go,  but  is  also  educational.  A  publica¬ 
tion  you’d  be  proud  to  put  on  your  coffee-table. 
This  year  we  (G.G. A. /Chicago  and  Gender  Ser¬ 
vices)  are  doing  a  two-day  fundraiser.  Starting 
Friday,  June  22  (my  birthday),  we  are  doing  a 
fundraising  party  with  munchies  and  entertain¬ 
ment  at  Club  Victoria  (Chicago’s  Super 
Entertainment  Lounge)  starting  at  7:()0pm.  On 
Saturady,  June  23,  we  are  doing  a  fundraising 
party  with  munchies  and  entertainment  at  Com¬ 
pany  on  Halsted  (the  type  of  place  you’d  want  to 
bring  your  lover,  or  meet  one  there).  Both  fund¬ 
raisers  are  for  Gerber-Hart  Library,  the 
Midwest’s  only  library  and  resource  center  for  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  community. 

Hopefully  with  our  activities  this  year  and  next 
year,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  community  will  realize 
that  we  are  here,  here  to  stay,  to  be  part  and 
parcel  of  the  community.  Maybe  next  year  we  will 
have  a  Gay/Lesbian/Transperson  Pride  Week 
and  Parade  (and  planning  committee).  Maybe 
next  year  (or  even  this  year),  we  will  become  a 
family  and  a  community  again,  like  we  were  in  the 
’60s.  1  HOPE  IT  DOESN’T  TAKE  ANOTHER 
STONEWALL  RIOT  TO  GET  US 

TOGETHER . 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  “Gypsy”  Prowett 
Founder/Gender  Services  of  Chicago 
Chicago,  IL 
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Speaking  Out - 

The  Jesse  Jackson  Syndrome 


By  Juana  Maria  Paz 


As  the  election  year  heats  up,  we  are  being  urged  in  several  directions.  Vote,  to  get  rid  of 
Reagan.  Vote  Democratic  to  win.  Vote  Independent  (Communist  Party,  Citizens  Party, 
New  Alliance  Party)  because  the  Democrats  are  not  meeting  our  need. 

Then  there’s  the  Jesse  Jackson  syndrome.  It’s  either  “Run,  Jesse,  Run”  or  “Ruin, 
Jesse,  Ruin”  depending  on  which  side  you’re  on.  Although  many  segments  of  the  general 
population  (80  percent  of  the  primary  voters)  were  not  enthused  by  his  candidacy,  the  major 
rift  occurred  between  black  and  Jewish  voters  after  the  Washington  ^ost  ran  a  news  story 
about  Jackson’s  use  of  ethnic  slurs  “Hymie”  and  “Hymietown”  to  describe  Jewish  New 
Yorkers.  Although  the  remarks  were  attributed  to  an  “off  the  record”  exchange  that  was 
not  described,  outrage  was  swift  and  steady.  It’s  unclear  whether  mainstream  journalists 
routinely  publish  “off  the  record”  remarks  out  of  context  or  if  Jackson  received  special 
treatment.  The  rest  of  the  candidates  are  perfect,  extraordinarily  careful,  or  getting  away 
with  something.  Jackson  and  his  supporters  are  accountable  for  the  unexcusable  remarks 
now  that  they  have  been  made  public  but  the  controversy  seems  to  have  set  the  stage  for  an 
unacknowledged  anti-black  power  campaign  among  Jackson’s  political  opponents. 

What  is  unique  about  the  Jackson  candidacy?  He  is  a  black  activist  who  was 
instrumental  in  the  civil  rights  movement  of  the  ’60s  —  not  someone  who  jumped  on  the 
bandwagon  later.  He  is  not  a  party  favorite  and  is  not  supported  by  any  segment  of  the  U.S. 
power  structure.  His  focus  on  economic  issues  sets  him  apart  from  the  other  Democratic 
candidates.  Political  rights  and  legal  remedies  have  not  brought  the  poor  out  of  poverty  in 
this  country.  Although  it  is  well-known  that  women  earn  59 '  to  every  dollar  that  men  make 
actually,  the  disparity  between  black  and  white  and  working  and  middle-class  salaries  is 
about  the  same.  Obscuring  economic  differences  benefits  the  ruling  class,  the  behind-the- 
scenes  powerbrokers  who  manipulate  the  world’s  wealth. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  world  history  for  groups  with  widely  different  economic 
positions  to  be  severely  oppressed.  For  instance,  gay,  female,  and  Jewish  members  of  the 
upper  class  have  been  abused  throughout  history,  while  in  America  oppressed  groups  tend 
to  be  concentrated  at  the  bottom  of  the  economic  ladder.  (The  Economics  of  Politics  and 
Race  by  Dr.  Thomas  Sowell  gives  a  world  view  of  economic  position  and  power.  It  suggests 
that  economic  rights  are  more  useful  to  oppressed  groups  than  political  rights.)  I  would  like 
to  suggest  the  following  reasons  why  Black  and  Jewish  activists  are  not  in  solidarity,  which 
are  the  same  reasons  that  other  oppressed  groups  are  having  difficulty  uniting  around 
election  year  politics: 

1.)  We’re  the  most  afraid  of  what  will  haooen  if  Reagan  is  re-elected  and  we’re  very 
tense  and  paranoid  right  now,  2.)  we’re  afraid  other  groups  will  compromise  our  survival 
issues,  3.)  our  political  interests  are  closer  than  our  economic  interests,  and  4.)  we’re 
ambivalent  about  electoral  politics  anyway,  but  we’re  participating  because  the  stakes  are 
so  high  and  we’re  afraid  to  be  left  out. 

Media  handling  of  Jackson’s  hostile  remarks  may  have  precluded  any  possibility  of  real 
dialogue,  though  in  some  places  this  is  still  being  tried.  Most  comments  have  been  limited  to 
the  Jackson  controversy  and  have  been  directed  at  the  TV  audience,  not  the  people 
involved.  I  don’t  think  the  rift  between  Black  and  Jewish  communities  can  be  healed  by 
focusing  on  Jesse  Jackson  because  the  kind  of  mistrust  and  alienation  that  have  surfaced 
cannot  be  attributed  to  any  one  incident  or  individual,  no  matter  how  offensive. 

The  atmosphere  behind  the  controversy  also  bears  examination.  A  “Let’s  get 
something  on  that  bastard”  attitude  toward  Jackson  has  been  prevalent  in  the  media  for 

AIDS  and 


some  time,  ever  since  he  assumed  the  role  of  “conscience  of  the  Democratic  Party,”  an 
obvious  affront  to  some  who  seemed  determined  to  keep  digging  until  they  came  up  with 
some  damaging  evidence.  What  they  uncovered  was  serious  enough  to  warrant  a  challenge 
and  retraction,  however,  in  a  highly  competitive  and  hostile  society  it  is  in  our  best  interests 
to  undercut  the  opposition  by  any  means  available,  in  order  to  maintain  our  own  position  so 
we’re  always  looking  for  ways  to  disqualify  the  other  players  in  the  game. 

Jackson  made  a  bid  for  the  Democratic  candidacy  before  it  was  attempted  by  a  middle- 
class  white  woman  or  Jewish  man,  or  even  a  white  working-class  candidate  and  in  some  ways 
he  upset  the  natural  order  of  things  by  going  first.  Others  who  could  have  run  may  have 
decided  that  the  inevitable  opposition  to  a  non-traditional  candidate  would  only  make  them 
and  their  constituencies  more  vulnerable  to  attacks  from  the  right.  This  is  why  I  consider 
Jackson’s  candidacy  a  brave  and  timely  moral  crusade  of  sorts  which  furthers  my  interests  as 
a  poor  minority  female  despite  his  personal  failings  and  ambitions,  whatever  they  may  be. 
Jackson  is  young,  attractive,  and  charismatic,  like  the  Kennedy  brothers  and  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  and  he  may  yet  be  punished  for  his  boldness.  My  greatest  fear,  thoughout  the 
campaign,  has  been  of  a  right-wing  or  CIA-planned  assasination. 

So  we’re  all  a  little  more  paranoid  than  usual,  afraid  our  identities  and  the  things  we 
believe  in  will  be  destroyed.  Because  of  the  specific  and  terrible  ways  that  black  people  have 
been  treated  in  this  country,  perhaps  there  was  a  deeply-rooted  and  unacknowledged  need  to 
keep  their  early  enthusiasm  “in  the  family,”  and  perhaps  if  Jewish  and  other  minorities  had 
been  included  in  the  rainbow  sooner  more  solidarity  would  have  emerged.  Perhaps.  I  don’t 
think  those  of  us  who  grew  up  after  World  War  II  fully  realize  what  happened  in  Nazi 
Germany.  We  know  about  it,  of  course,  and  we’re  properly  horrified  but  we’re  too  young, 
too  American,  to  understand  it  as  more  than  a  grim  piece  of  history.  If  Third  World  people 
listen  to  Jewish  concerns  and  needs  and  fears,  and  evaluate  them  only  in  terms  of  our  shared 
American  experience,  we  will  never  understand  the  full  impact  of  what  is  being  said  to  us. 

I  also  sense  an  attitude  of  class- defensiveness  on  the  part  of  Jewish  Americans  toward 
racial  minorities  struggling  against  poverty  because  Jewish  immigrants  have  done  well  in 
America  compared  to  other  ethnic  groups.  Perhaps  the  biggest  difference  is  that  people  of 
color  tend  to  feel  cut  off  from  that  part  of  our  history  that  preceeded  America  and  Jewish 
Americans  tend  to  view  their  history  as  one  of  continuous  oppression  for  thousands  of 
years,  regardless  of  how  well  they  seem  to  have  done  in  any  particular  place  or  period.  I 
wonder  if  all  the  admissions  of  guilt  over  the  Jackson  affair  are  one-sided.  I’m  not  sure  any 
of  his  political  opponents  have  acknowledged  elements  of  racism  in  the  ensuing  anti-black 
power  campaign  and  I  don’t  know  that  any  have  candidly  admitted  that  they  don’t  like  his 
politics  and  would  like  him  out  of  the  race  and  any  excuse  will  do,  even  a  good  one. 

Whatever  happens  from  here  on  in,  with  Jesse  Jackson  and  the  1984  Presidential 
election,  oppressed  groups  have  got  to  stop  fighting  and  competing  with  each  other.  And 
those  of  us  who  support  Third  World  leadership  and  stress  economic  issues  need  to  make  it 
clear  that  .we  are  going  after  big  business,  tax  loopholes  for  the  rich  and  super-rich,  and  the 
military  budget  —  we  are  not  declaring  war  on  every  middle-class  person  who  has  more 
money  than  we  do.  There  are  great  disparities  in  income  between  poor  people  also  and  even 
greater  gaps  between  poor  here  and  in  other  countries.  It  is  a  sign  of  progress  that  oppressed 
people  are  aggressively  and  publicly  stating  our  views  and  that  no  group  is  about  to  be  left 
out  of  the  picture  but  there  is  also  a  need  for  reflection  on  who  the  real  enemy  is.  None  of  us 
are  so  assured  of  victory  that  we  can  afford  to  write  off  important  political  allies. 

Auschwitz 


By  Martin  H.  Krieger 


As  if  enough  gay  people  had  not  been  killed  before  the  AIDS  epidemic,  again  we  are 
forced  to  rethink  what  it  means  to  be  gay.  And  as  if  enough  Jews  had  not  been  murdered 
before  The  Final  Solution,  so  the  Jews  (and  Christians  and  others)  were  forced  to  rethink 
what  it  meant  to  be  Jewish.  Was  there  a  God?  How  did  we  come  to  “deserve”  this?  How  do 
we  understand  ourselves  now?  How  do  we  live  with  this  memory? 

The  rethinking  within  the  gay  community  can  lead  to  a  reaffirmation  of  being  gay,  as  it 
led  to  reaffirmation  for  many  Jews.  The  analogy  is  of  course  not  precise,  but  the  lessons  of 
thinking  about  Auschwitz  might  be  transposed  into  how  we  think  about  AIDS. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

We  shall  survive  and  prosper.  We  shall  remember.  We  shall  help  each  other.  We  shall 
be  redeemed. 

There  is  evil.  It  is  not  to  be  explained,  but  it  is  to  be  opposed  and  triumphed. 

Our  New  Jerusalems  are  bathed  in  blood  and  sin,  but  they  are  ours.  And  our  law  of 
return  still  allows  for  the  chance  of  rebirth.  That  is  what  New  York  City  and  San  Francisco 
still  do  mean  for  many  of  us. 

God  only  knows  what  Providence  is,  but  AIDS  is  not  what  we  deserve.  It  is  what  we 
have  been  given,  willy  nilly  our  past  actions.  AIDS  is  that  chance  to  survive,  to  love  —  better 
than  simply  existing  selfishly.  Better  there  not  be  those  virus  and  disease  vectors.  But  if  not 
these  occasions  of  revelation  there  will  be  others.  Will  we  be  called  by  them? 

AIDS  is  a  fact.  Our  response  is  its  meaning.  So  we  prove  to  ourselves  who  we  are. 

On  doomsday  there  will  be  no  closets  —  including  the  closet  that  refers  to  “those 


rabbit-fucking  sluts,  not  like  sensible  me.”  We  are  all  faggots,  and  how  we  all  survive  is  how 
1  shall  survive. 

AIDS  is  only  incidentally  a  health  problem.  Only  incidentally  is  it  about  research  or 
social  services  or  bureaucratic  politics  or  even  Reaganism.  AIDS  is  about  processing  other 
people,  not  seeing  what  it  is  we  are  all  condemned  to. 

But  redemption  will  be  ours.  Meanwhile,  there  are  things  to  do,  charity,  just  what  we 
have  learned  from  our  pasts  so  we  do  survive. 

We  shall  overcome.  That  is  our  struggle  for  a  future. 

We  are  not  subject  to  insinuating  microorganisms,  even  if  they  kill  some  of  us. 

We  revere  life,  and  sanity,  and  being  gay. 

We  shall  testify  to  our  love.  That  is  our  witness. 

©1984  Martin  H.  Krieger 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feeiings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


AIDS  Resource  List 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  tine  —  53&7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundrai^rs,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:(X)pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts—  1 17  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 
270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


Remember  the  Maine! 

Yes,  folks,  it’s  true.  Last  week, 
Maine  brought  in  more  new  sub¬ 
scribers  in  our  “Pick  Up  a  Friend  for 
GCN"  campaign  than  any  other  state. 
Now,  isn’t  it  time  for  your  state  to 
take  the  lead?  (Thanks  also  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  Wisconsin,  and  Massachusetts.) 


AWESOME! 


"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

"Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!" 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  wre  always  have  Z’s 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 


THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 


1180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 
Telephone  332-7800 


Page  6 

Bangor 

Continued from  page  I 
complices.  The  trio  will  be  arraign¬ 
ed  in  Third  District  Court  in 
Bangor  on  Tuesday,  July  17. 

They  spent  one  night  in  jail 
pending  investigation  and  initial 
court  hearings,  but  were  released 
to  their  parents  on  Monday,  July 
9.  Both  the  nature  of  the  murder 
and  the  release  of  the  accused  have 
saddened  and  angered  straight  and 
gay  people  alike.  Murder  is  not  a 
bailable  offense  under  Maine  law, 
but  because  the  accused  are  under 
the  age  of  majority,  it  was  at  the 
discretion  of  District  Court  Judge 
David  M.  Cox  that  they  were 
released. 

The  prosecution,  the  Maine  At¬ 
torney  General’s  office  in 
Augusta,  will  soon  decide  whether 
to  try  them  as  juveniles  or  adults. 
That  determination  is  based  upon 
their  mental  maturity,  intent,  and 
any  extraordinary  extenuating  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Defense  attorneys 
hope  the  teenagers  will  be  tried  as 
juveniles,  but  public  officials  are 
being  pressured  to  try  them  as 
adults.  In  Maine,  an  adult  murder 
conviction  carries  a  minimum  20- 
year  prison  sentence.  But  the  max¬ 
imum  penalty  for  a  juvenile  con¬ 
victed  of  murder  would  be  a 
sentence  to  corrections  facilities 
for  minors  until  they  reach  21, 
when  they  would  be  released. 

The  heinous  murder  has  riveted 
Bangor  and  sent  shock  waves 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  state. 

On  July  10,  the  Portland  Press 
Herald  noted  the  incidence  of 
queerbashing  at  the  Route  1  rest 
area  in  West  Bath  in  April  and  in 
Portland’s  Deering  Oaks  Park. 
Two  juveniles  await  trial  on 
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charges  of  aggravated  assault  of  a 
43-year-old  man,  hospitalized 
after  the  attack.  He  had  been  seen 
at  a  rest  area  frequented  by  gay 
men. 

The  Maine  Department  of 
Transportation  (DOT)  has  tem¬ 
porarily  closed  the  rest  area 
because  of  “undesirables,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  DOT  deputy  commissioner 
Alden  G.  Small. 

A  flurry  of  supportive  news  ac¬ 
counts,  letters  to  the  editor,  a  long 
editorial  and  column  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Bangor  Daily  News, 
rarely  known  for  its  support  of 
minorities  or  subcultures. 

A  candlelight  procession  to 
mourn  Howard’s  death  and 
underscore  the  need  for  communi¬ 
ty  understanding  and  the  need  for 
statewide  gay  rights  legislation  has 
been  scheduled  for  Friday  night, 
July  13,  in  downtown  Portland. 

In  Bangor,  gay  and  straight 
friends  of  Charlie  Howard,  his 
fellow  parishioners,  businessmen 
in  three-piece  suits,  as  well  as 
elderly  women  with  walkers  and 
canes  and  people  who  never  met 
him,  gathered  on  July  9  at  his 
church  to  remember  and  grieve 
and  to  vent  anger,  pain  and  fear.  A 
candlelight  procession  followed 
the  service  and  took  marchers  past 
the  Bangor  police  department. 

“Please  don’t  let  Charlie  die  a 
second  death.  Never  forget  what 
he  stood  for,”  one  speaker  im¬ 
plored  the  gathering,  estimated  to 
be  about  250  people. 

“Charlie  didn’t  hide  himself 
and  he  insisted  that  we  not  be  in¬ 
visible,  in  all  our  diversity  —  in  our 
leather,  our  makeup,  our  blue- 
jeans.  Charlie  insisted  on  this. 
Let’s  not  ever  be  invisible  again. 
Never  again  in  Bangor,  Maine,” 


one  person  said.  Many  people  in 
the  crowd  stood  up  and  applauded 
this  statement. 

Friends  wept  as  the  seven-page 
police  affidavit  describing 
Charlie’s  death  was  read.  Another 
speaker  said,  “1  am  a  mother.  I  am 
a  lesbian.  I  have  been  out  in  this 
community  for  ten  years  and  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life,  I’m  afraid 
to  be  knowji.” 

One  member  of  the  church  said 
that  Howard  was  murdered 
because  he  was  gay  and  swishy. 
“You  fundamentalists  teaching 
hatred,  Charlie’s  blood  is  on  your 
hands.  You  macho  dudes  and 
teenagers  yelling  ‘Faggot!’, 
Charlie’s  blood  is  on  your  hands. 
We  must  change  the  belief  that  it’s 
okay  to  hate  women  in  Bangor, 
Maine.  And  it’s  okay  to  kill 


homosexuals  in  Bangor,  Maine,” 
she  said. 

Sturgis  Haskins,  secretary  of 
Bangor  Interweave,  noted  that 
Howard  would  never  have  fought 
back  nor  would  he  have  provoked 
any  attack.  Haskins  also  said  that 
Howard  preferred  older  men  and 
“would  not  have  made  a  pass  at  a 
15-year-old  boy.” 

In  Portland  on  July  11,  Phil 
Gatreau,  John  Preston  and  Dale 
McCormick,  representing 
Portland’s  Gay  People’s  Alliance, 
told  a  press  conference  that 
children  should  be  taught  that  be^ 
ing  different  isn’t  bad,  it’s  just  dif¬ 
ferent,  McCormick,  a  delegate  to 
the  Democratic  National  Conven¬ 
tion,  also  urged  that  statewide  civil 
rights  legislation  protecting  gay 
people  be  passed. 
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Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  tittle 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston's  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


lor  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciatity  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
"The  Brinks  Job.  " 
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BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 


One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline 
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Ordinance 
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dismantling  of  the  Fair  Housing 
Commission  among  his  highest 
priorities,  wanted  to  set  a  prece¬ 
dent  for  council  control  over  rules 
and  regulations  so  that  a  similar 
control  might  eventually  be  ex¬ 
erted  over  that  commission. 

Council  President  Joseph 
Tierney,  who  during  the  original 
debate  on  the  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance  sought  to  remove  sub¬ 
poena  powers  from  the  commis¬ 
sion,  seized-  the  opportunity  dur¬ 
ing  debate  to  propose  exempting 
non-profit  “religious 

associations”  from  the  ordinance. 
But.  Tierney’s  amendment,  after 
extended  debate,  failed  on  a  vote 
of  7  to  6,  with  Councillors  Bolling, 
lanella,  McCormack,  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  Travaglini  and  Yancey  in  op¬ 
position. 

Scondras  drew  up  his  amend¬ 
ments  early  this  week  after  Mayor 
Flynn  indicated  he  wanted  the 
changes  made  before  he  would 
sign  the  ordinance.  The  council 
might  have  allowed  the  mayor  to 
veto  the  measure  and  then  under¬ 
taken  the  veto;  ten  votes  are  re¬ 
quired  for  an  override,  and  the  or- 

HTLV-3 

Continued from  page  3 
the  commercial  screen  as  a  way  of 
ensuring  the  integrity  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  blood  supply  and  of  advanc¬ 
ing  research  on  AIDS. 

Ebling  declined  to  comment  on 
the  marketing  of  the  kits  or  to 
estimate  time  lines,  saying  it  was 
still  too  early  in  the  process. 

Shirley  Barth,  a  spokesperson 
for  Margaret  Heclker,  told  GCN 
that  the  kits  initially  will  be  made 
available  to  blood  banks. 
Although  activists  generally  agree 
that  such  use  is  appropriate,  many 
worry  about  what  will  happen  with 
the  names  of  persons  who  test 
positive. 

Haines,  of  the  Red  Cross,  told 
GCN,  “We’ll  notify  people  if 
something  comes  up  positive. 
We’ll  suggest  they  see  a  physician 
and  get  additional  testing.” 
Haines  said  it  was  not  clear  at  this 
point  what  would  be  done  with  the 
names  because  the  implications  of 
the  test  are  vague. 

Dennis  James  of  the  Fenway 
asks,  “The  Red  Cross  would 


dinance  passed  on  a  12  to  1  vote. 

“The  problem,”  Scondras  later 
told  GCN,  “is  that  we  would 
maybe  be  able  to  override,  but 
how  do  you  know  what  kind  of 
lobbying  effort  would  occur  [in 
the  interim]?”  The  council  would 
not  be  able  to  vote  on  an  override 
for  at  least  four  weeks,  Scondras 
said,  and  there  had  been  uncon¬ 
firmed  reports  that  the  four 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  of 
Massachusetts,  who  recently 
issued  a  statement  in  opposition  to 
statewide  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
legislation,  might  precipitate  a  lob¬ 
bying  effort  by  issuing  a  similar 
statement  about  the  ordinance. 

In  addition,  Scondras  said, 
because  the  council  would  have 
forced  the  mayor  to  veto  the 
legislation,  “all  that  time  the 
mayor,  instead  of  being  in  a  sup¬ 
portive  role,  would  be  in  a  con¬ 
frontational  role.” 

Scondras  therefore  had  to  in¬ 
troduce  new  ordinances  at  the 
council’s  regular  Wednesday 
meeting  to  amend  the  original  or¬ 
dinance  before  the  mayor’s  mid¬ 
night  Friday  deadline  for  approval 
or  veto.  Because  the  rules  of  the  city 
council  require  a  48-hour  interval 

notify  a  person  of  positive  status, 
but  what  happens  to  people  who 
are  told  that  with  no  back  up?” 

And  James  worries  that  since 
those  names  are  in  the  Red  Cross 
computer  somebody  could 
obtain  the  list.  Haines  says  the 
names  are  confidential  and  will  be 
safeguarded. 

James  attended  the  National 
Gay  Health  conference  in  New 
York  where  some  discussion 
centered  on  the  implications  of  the 
screening  test.  He  told  GCN  there 
was  talk  of  asking  people  to 
boycott  any  screens  where  a  name 
is  attached  to  blood  samples.  He 
added  that  he  has  heard  of  no 
movement  to  actually  implement  a 
boycott. 

Rhonda  Linde,  a  staff 
psychologist  at  the  Fenway,  also 
expressed  fears  around  the  Red 
Cross’s  use  of  names.  “What  if  the 
Red  Cross  says  ‘We  want  to  know 
everybody  who  tests  positive  so  we 
make  sure  they  never  give 
blood’?” 

When  asked  if  the  brouhaha  in 
some  states  about  quarantine  laws 


following  the  introduction  of  an  or¬ 
dinance  before  the  council  may 
vote  on  it,  Scondras  had  to  ask 
either  for  unanimous  consent  to 
suspend  the  rules  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  meeting  or  for  a  special 
meeting  of  the  council  on  Friday. 
Consultation  with  the  rulebook, 
however,  presented  a  third  alter¬ 
native:  although  the  rules  required 
unanimous  consent  for  suspension 
of  a  rule,  changes  in  the  rules  re¬ 
quired  only  a  two-thirds  majority. 
Councillor  Bolling  moved  for 
repeal  of  the  48-hour  rule;  the  mo¬ 
tion  carried,  9  to  4,  and  the 
amendment  process  proceeded. 

The  council  adjourned  at  ap¬ 
proximately  10:40  p.m.,  and  the 
mayor,  after  an  hour’s  reflection 
and  discussion  with  his  aides,  sign¬ 
ed  the  ordinance  into  law.  “Enact¬ 
ment  of  this  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance  is  a  significant  step  in 
dealing  with  the  deep  and  divisive 
problem  of  discrimination  in  the 
city  of  Boston,”  said  Flynn  in  a 
statement  released  the  following 
day.  “Today,  we  can  move  for¬ 
ward  in  insuring  that  all  residents 
of  the  city  will  be  treated  with 
respect  and  dignity  in  their  daily 
lives  and  livelihoods.” 

could  be  fanning  the  flames  of  gay 
people’s  fears,  she  replied  “Yes” 
and  followed  with  questions  of  her 
own  about  whether  gay  •  people 
could  be  considered  health 
hazards  by  their  neighbors. 

James  said  that  he  feels 
“positively  about  research  with 
strict  protocols  where  the  blood  is 
not  identified.  But  I  have  doubts 
about  the  clinical  aspects.” 

“But,”  James  concedes,  “part 
[of  the  decision  to  offer  the  screen]' 
was  that  other  clinics  might  give  it, 
and  we  hoped  we  could  handle  it 
better.”  He  said  the  issue  will  be  a 
major  topic  of  discussion  at  the 
American  Association  of  Physi¬ 
cians  for  Human  Rights  conven¬ 
tion  to  be  held  in  August. 

Anne  Silvia,  Boston’s'  AIDS 
Project  Coordinator,  said  the  issue 
is  significant  enough  that  the 
Mayor’s  Commission  on  AIDS  is 
preparing  a  statement  which  will 
address  the  medical,  social  and 
psychological  implications  of 
HTLV-3  screening. 
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Life  Before  Stonewall 


Compiled  by  Freddie  Greenfield  from  letters  and  conversations 


1  am  a  74  year-old  lesbian  and 
can  tell  you  about  gay  life  in 
Boston  way  back  when  and  from 
1933  on.  During  Prohibition  gays 
and  lesbians  used  to  meet  in 
private  apartments,  such  as  on 
Beacon  Hill,  play  the  piano  and 
drink  various  home  brew  concoc¬ 
tions.  Just  think  of  the  city  with  no 
bars,  no  adult  bookstores.  I 
remember  right  after  repeal  there 
were  at  least  4  lesbian  bars.  Sort  of 
a  restaurant.  The  Empty  Barrel,  at 
Park  Square  was  popular.  Now, 
there  is  a  proliferation  of  fag  bars 
and  only  [one]  lesbian  bar! 

Gay  men  kept  a  low  profile  in 
those  days  because  homosexuality 
in  men  was  against  the  law  —  not 
lesbians.  Police  could  harass  gay 
men  at  their  pleasure.  I  remember 
my  uncle  expressing  indignation  at 
this  kind  of  hassling.  He  witnessed 
two  police[men]  dragging  out  two 
gay  men  from  a  lunchroom.  He 
said  so  many  were  talented. 

As  far  as  Scollay  Square  goes  it 
was  straight,  pretty  mild  to  look 
upon  if  today  is  any  criterion.  I 
remember  one  gay  club  — 
originally  an  artists’  club,  off 
Scollay  Square  —  the  Pen  and 
Pencil  club.  The  late  Rose  Chap¬ 
man  sang  there,  also  a  female  im¬ 
personator,  “Lollie,”  Lawrence 
Scanlon.  He  had  a  beautiful  voice 
(no  “synch”  then)  and  wore  a 
black  lace  dress.  Then,  a  female 
impersonator  had  to  wear  pants 
underneath!  Each  year  at  Hallo¬ 
ween  a  big  drag  ball  was  thrown  in 
a  hall  and  the  gowns  were 
fabulous. 

Hotels  around  Scollay  Square 
—  you  could  get  a  room  there  for 
from  $2  to  $5  a  night.  1  went  to 
The  Old  Howard  burlesque  (on 
Howard  St.,  Scollay  Square, 
formerly  a  church,  now 
obliterated).  The  girls  on  stage 
were  never  nude  —  they  wore  a 
body  stocking.  One  had  red  hair 
over  her  pubic  area.  A  woman 
could  walk  around  there  late  at 
night  and  never  be  bothered.  I  had 
a  job  near  there  and  used  to  come 
home  at  10  p.m. 

Boston  had  always  been 
renowned  for  its  lesbianism,  they 
used  to  call  them  “Boston  Mar¬ 
riages.”  1  see  elderly  gay  men 
[now]  but  I  guess  the  women  have 
gone  back  into  the  closet,  or  mar¬ 
ried  —  horrors! 


1  was  friendly  with  lots  of 
queans,  especially  the  feminine 
ones.  1  remember  years  ago  taking 
Sylvia  Sidney  out  to  dinner  and 
thinking  —  oh,  the  poor  thing, 
how  will  he  ever  survive  in  this 
homophobic  world.  But,  for¬ 
tunately,  Sylvia  has  [a  living 
Boston  legend  in  his  own  time].  In 
1933  I  attended  a  large  lesbian  par¬ 
ty  in  a  New  York  apartment.  Of 
course,  1  was  in  love  with  Tallulah 
then.  Some  of  the  people  there 
must  be  alive  now.  At  least  in  New 
York  they  have  the  SAGE  group 
[Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environ¬ 
ment].  You  would  think  people 
from  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  would  push  to  get 
something  like  SAGE  opened  here 
[in  Boston].  Lesbians  get  old  and 
would  like  to  go  somewhere. 


Queans’  Row  was  in  the  Public 
Gardens  and  it  ran  parallel  with 
Beacon  Street  from  Charles  Street 
to  Arlington  Street.  It  was  about 
1944  when  I  started  to  hang  there, 
cruising.  Fifteen  years  old,  butchy 
type  I  suppose  most  would  call  me. 
At  any  given  moment  on  a  warm 
sunny  day  there’d  be  about  20  to 
30  young  queans  congregating 
together  on  a  couple  of  benches, 
swishing,  hilariously  laughing, 
screeching  at  something  or  other 
or  seriously  helping  someone 
pluck  their  eyebrows.  Never,  never 
shave  them  and  when  you  do 
pluck,  don’t  pluck  from  the  top; 
pluck  below,  so  that  you  retain  a 
natural  hairline.  Oh,  I  don’t  recall 
all  the  queans  names,  [but  some 
were]  Louella,  Maggie  Jiggs,  Rita 
Hayworth,  and,  of  course,  Sylvia 
Sidney.  This  tall  larger  than  life 
imposing  figure,  skinny  Sylvia 
holding  forth.  And  me,  I  wanted 
so  much  to  be  part  of  that  group, 
but  felt  so  inadequate,  tongue- 
tied.  As  it  was  I  remained  on  the 
fringe  of  the  group,  much  to  my 
own  consternation,  thinking,  what 
I  wouldn’t  give  to  be  as  quick  and 
clever  as  Sylvia  Sidney.  Then  too, 
if  Sylvia  was  holding  forth  and  I 
had  to  pass  by,  rather  than  pass  in 
front  of  them.  I’d  go  out  on 
Beacon  Street.  So  self-conscious 
was  I  of  being  dished,  read  by 
Sylvia,  literally  I  felt  at  the  time  if 
that  should  happen.  I’d  be  dwarf¬ 
ed  out  of  existence. 


Years  later,  I  came  to  realize  a 
quean’s  glibness  was  a  necessary 
defense;  instantly,  in  a  lot  of  cases, 
disarming  a  straight  society’s 
hostility  towards  us.  I  mean  a 
sharp  wit  aimed  at  a  straight  jock 
type  seems  to  pierce  their  guts  — 
you  are  me,  honey  —  because, 
after  all,  whatever  they  think  they 
see  in  us,  they  see  in  themselves. 
Citing  the  Stonewall  Rebellion,  of 
course,  we  know  straight  society  is 
owed  a  vast  amount  of  “shit”  by 
us  that  must  be  hurled  back  sans 
glibness. 

Irvington  Arms  for  men  only  on 
Irvington  Street,  gone  now,  and 
other  similar  places  in  “good  old 
USA”  1950-^s,  overlooking  the 
street,  taking  off  all  my  clothes, 
smoking  a  joint  in  a  room  — 
Chicago/Boston/New  York,  and 
it  was  hot  summertime  —  to 
become  famous,  to  be  the  subject 
of  gossip,  being  mistook  for  an  ec¬ 
centric,  yet  vulnerable,  by  the  win¬ 
dow,  strangers  seeing  me,  without 
a  curtain  or  a  shade.  In  those  days 
rent  was  by  the  day — $3  less  50  cents 
key  deposit,  returnable  by  noon 
checkout,  toilets  on  each  in¬ 
dividual  floor,  two  toilets  to  a 
floor  with  community  showers, 
doors  open  a  crack.  In  fact,  the 
doors  kept  locked  belonged  to  the 
drug  element  people,  drug  addicts. 
Other  element  people  were  gross 
sex  seekers.  Happily  I  was  of  both 
elements:  door  closed,  as  when  I 
was  imbibing  drugs  hidden  from 
prying  busybodies;  and  later,  it 
could  be  a  few  hours,  door  left 
open,  sought  the  same  busybodies 
to  pry. 

Hotels  like  the  Irvington  Arms 
located  near  train  terminals,  draw¬ 
ing  suburban  males,  ranch  home 
owners  coming  into  town  for  a 
weekend  fling.  Filthy  rich,  full  of 
dirty  dope/money /sex/desiring  to 
be  known  —  kingpin  quean  of 
golden  shower  repute,  but  lacked 
the  facility  to  analyze  the  depth  of 
my  early  erotica.  Closest  allies 
were  older,  those  that  had  seen  the- 
inside  of  many  state  and  federal 
prisons.  Few  identified  as  fairies, 
yet  fought  over  same  with  knife 
stabbings,  committing  crimes  of 
passion  when  serving  hoosegow 
time,  and  then  when  they’d  get 
released  hypo-needles  would 
replace  pricks  for  pleasure.  Fear  of 
ridicule  at  the  hands  of  my 


criminal  allies  kept  me  from  break¬ 
ing  out  as  an  in-lhe-flesh 
crossdresser,  wiggling  my  come-on 
behind  in  see-thru  mesh  lingerie 
down  the  halls  of  these  “men 
only”  trappings.  (For  years  1  ac¬ 
tually  had  my  lingerie  at  the  ready 
aching  to  act  out  the  above.) 


In  1946  the  place  to  go  on  Satur¬ 
day  night  was  the  Chess  Room  in 
the  Hotel  Touraine  on  the  corner 
of  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets.  I 
was  16  years  did,  a  junior  in  high 
school  with  failing  grades,  bored 
silly,  when  I  discovered  that  there 
was  another  world,  the  gay  bar 
world.  My  very  first  affair,  I  met 
Bobby  at  the  Chess  Room  and  his 
crowd  and  I  was  off  and  sailing, 
launched,  as  it  were  from  the 
Chess  Room.  I  mean  1  knew  about 
other  gay  bars,  Playland  and  Phil 
Harris’s,  later  to  be  called  the 
Punchbowl,  but  those  places  were 
always  checking  IDs  and  like  I 
said,  I  was  a  16  year-old  junior  in 
high  school.  Not  that  the  Chess 
Room  didn’t  check  IDs,  but  it  was 
so  packed  on  a  Saturday  night  that 
all  one  had  to  do  was  manage  to 
squeeze  in  and  someone  would  in¬ 
variably  hand  you  a  drink. 
Anyway  at  my  age  I  was  invited  to, 
it  seems,  everybody’s  party.  Oh, 
everybody  had  a  party  to  go  to 
after  the  bars  closed  on  Saturday 
night  and  Bobby  invited  me  to  a 
party  and  we  did  it,  we  fucked.  I 
was  in  love  and  he  told  me  he  was 
in  love  with  me.  It  lasted,  maybe,  6 
months.  By  this  time  I  had  turned 
17,  quit  school,  working  for  a 
florist,  Oscar  Bean  —  Wedding 
Receptions,  Funerals  and  Bar 
Mitzvahs  —  still  bored  silly,  living 
with  my  parents.  The  only  excep¬ 
tion  to  my  boredom  was  when  I’d 
meet  Bobby  Saturday  night.  He 
too  was  living  with  his  parents,  17 
years  old,  a  senior  at  Somerville 
High  School. 

Saturday  ritual,  1946/47  for 


Bobby,  me,  his  crowd,  now  my 
crowd  and  anybody  bold  enough 
to  consider  them,selves  a  quean  — 
after  the  bars  closed  (12  o’clock 
Boston  blue  law):  off  to  Tremont 
Gardens,  a  cafeteria  restaurant 
with  a  unique  balcony  arrange¬ 
ment  overlooking  the  main 


downstairs  section  and,  of  course, 
the  entrance  door.  For  good 
reason  the  balcony  was  hallowed 
ground,  a  choice  area.  Firstly,  of¬ 
fering  an  overview  of  who’s  who  in 
Boston  queandom  —  What  was 
“that”  you  came  in  with!  —  and,  of 
course,  the  favorite  of  the  haughty 
closet  set,  an  expression  replete 
with  snotty  sniffs  —  How  obvious 
can  they  get,  dears! 

Secondly,  one  could  spot 
favorite  friends  and  size  up  poten¬ 
tial  tricks.  Thirdly,  and  most  im¬ 
portant,  the  balcony  offered  one  a 
center-stage  position  from  where  a 
mad  quean  could  carry  on  at  his 
most  outlandish  best.  What  I’m 
getting  at  is  that  gay  community 
reputations  were  made,  negative 
and  positive,  from  one’s  particular 
stance  on  the  Tremont  Gardens 
balcony. 

Where  exactly  was  the  Tremont 
Gardens  located?  Directly  across 
from  the  Boston  Common  about 
six  buildings,  going  towards 
Boylston  Street,  from  where  GCN 
is  now.  Another  favorite  gathering 
spot  for  queans  —  pre-drinking 
age  —  was  a  Hayes  &  Bickford’s 
cafeteria  across  from  the  Public 
Gardens,  that  (depending  on  the 
degree  of  homophobia  that  the 
various  managers  showed)  limited 
one’s  stay  to  an  hour  or  so.  As 
soon  as  four  or  five  queans 
gathered  together,  even  though  as 
a  rule  we  bought  coffee,  we  were 
never  considered  legitimate 
customers  and  the  management 
would  get  nasty,  threatening,  and 
if  we  didn’t  leave  they’d  have  us 

Continued  on  page  10 


At  any  given  moment  on  a  warm  sunny  day 
there*d  be  about  20  to  30  young  queans  con¬ 
gregating  together  on  a  couple  of  benches^ 
swishing,  hilariously  laughing,  screeching  at 
something  or  other  or  seriously  helping  so¬ 
meone  pluck  their  eyebrows. 


STANHOPE 

l—FRAMERS— ' 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Mickey  Myers 
Exclusive  exhibition. 

limited  edition  silkscreens  at  the  new  gallery 
at  Stanhope  Framers.  Marlborough  Street 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  and  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 
Round  Corner  Frames  '  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Always  finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


4 1 1  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  Massachusetts  02115 
617/262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 

Somerville.  Massachusetts  02 1 43 
617/666-2000 
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Complimentary  continental  breakfast 
Comfortable  fireplaced  lobby 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Bob  Marcotte 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


7  Winthrop  Street 
P.O.  Box  918 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


BE  THE  BODY  YOU  LIKE  TO  LOOK  AT 

•  Personal  instruction,  coaching,  and  training 
at  every  workout 

•  Supportive  atmosphere  —  Gay  owned  and 
operated 

•  For  men  and  women 

•  Progress  at  your  own  pace 

1355-A  Washington  St.  #8 
(corner  Waltham  &  Washington) 

South  End,  Boston  02118 

451-3514 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  Pearl  Street-Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 
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Family  Secrets: 

an  interview  with  Cherne  Moraga 


My  first  introduction  to  Cherrie  Moraga,  and  my  first 
recognition  of  the  deadliness  of  my  "polite  timidity" 
with  women  of  color,  was  her  pcywerful  essay,  “La  Guera" 
in  This  Bridge  Called  My  Back:  Writings  By  Radical 
Women  of  Color,  edited  by  Cherne  Moraga  and  Gloria 
AnzcUdua,  (Persephone,  1981).  A  Chicana  lesbian 
politica,  Moraga  is  also  a  co-editor  of  Cxicmos'.  Stories  by 
Latinas  with  Alma  Gomez  and  Manana  Romo-Carmona 
(Kitchen  Table,  Women  of  Color  Press,  1983),  and  a 
founding  member  of  Kitchen  Table  Press.  Most  recent¬ 
ly,  she  has  published  a  book  of  her  own  poetry,  fiction, 
and  essays.  Loving  in  the  War  Years,  lo  que  nunca  paso 
por  sus  labios*  (South  End  Press,  1983)- 

Moraga's  writing,  particularly  in  Loving  in  the  War 
Y ears,  is  devastatingly  honest  and  eloquent.  As  she  says, 
her  work  is  about  making  more  room  for  herself and  for 
other  Latinas  and  women  of  color  —  room  for  complexi¬ 
ty,  for  passion,  and  for  the  right  to  criticize  the  culture 
and  the  people  she  loves. 

/  interviewed  Cherrte  Moraga  with  Vanessa  Nemeth,  a 
Puerto  Rican  lesbian  activist,  on  May  1 1  before  a  reading 
from  her  new  book  and  from  her  play  in  progress.  Giv¬ 
ing  Up  the  Ghost  at  Glad  Day  Bookstore  in  Boston.  The 
following  is  excerpted  from  our  two-hour  conversation. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 

*  translation:  “that  which  never  passed  her  lips.  ” 


By  Stephanie'ppggi  and  Vanessa  Nemeth 
SP:  Reading  Loving  in  the  War  Years  was  very  intense 
for  me.  I  almost  felt  like  I  was  intruding  on  your  life 
because  it’s  so  from-the-gut.  What  kind  of  impact  do 
you  want  it  to  have? 


CM:  I  write  from  the  gut  because  that’s  the  only  way  I 
know  how  to  do  it,  because  I  write  to  discover  what  I’m 
feeling.  In  terms  of  the  impact,  I  write  with  the  hunch 
and  with  the  hope  that  if  I  say  something  that  is  a  risk  to 
me,  that  I  haven’t  read  someplace  before,  it  will  provide 
more  room  for  other  people  to  take  risks.  So  I  write  to 
make  space  —  personal  space  and  political  space. 


VN :  So  much  of  what  you  describe  is  incredibly  similar 
to  my  own  life;  your  experience  with  your  father,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  In  a  way,  it  was  too  much,  but  I  felt  lucky  to  read 
it.  There  were  pages  where  I  underlined  every  word  — 
things  I  have  thought  and  felt  that  I  never  read 
anywhere  else.  Another  woman  went  through  this,  too, 
and  is  talking  about  it!  It  gives  me  the  courage  to  be 
braver  with  myself,  to  be  more  out. 


CM:  I  m  glad  —  that’s  my  audience!. 


SP:  Do  you  feel  isolated  being  Chicana,  lesbian,  and  a 
writer,  being  all  those  things  at  once? 


CM:  No,  because  there’s  a  huge,  wonderful  Latina  les¬ 
bian  community  in  New  York,  and  I  feel  a  great  deal  of 
support  from  them.  There  are  Third  World  dykes  all 
over  the  country.  I  miss  Chicanas  now  because  I’m  in 
New  York  where  there  isn’t  a  big  Chicana  community. 
Although  I  don’t  feel  isolated  politically,  I  do  as  a  writer. 

When  Loving  in  the  War  Years  came  out ,  I  looked  at 
the  back  of  the  book  with  my  picture  on  it  and  the 
words:  “Cherrie  Moraga  is  a  Chicana  lesbian...’’,  and  I 
flipped  out.  I  went  nuts.  1  got  so  afraid,  so,  so,  so  afraid. 

I  thought,  “How  can  you  be  afraid?  You  wrote  the  damn 
b(x>k.’’  But  I  had  never  seen  my  face  and  those  two 
words,  “Chicana”  and  “lesbian,”  on  the  cover  of  a  book. 
It’s  also  very  hard  because  I  don’t  think  this  book  is 
representative  of  all  Chicana  lesbians.  I  know  I  don’t 
speak  for  everybody.  But  for  whatever  series  of  accidents . 
or  incidents,  it’s  the  first  book  to  come  out  by  a  Chicana 
lesbian,  so  1  get  mind-fucked. 

And  then,  sometimes  I  think  someone’s  going  to  run 
me  out  of  town  for  exposing  so  much.  When  you  don’t 
have  a  huge  body  of  literature  that  precedes  you,  you 
feel  very  vulnerable,  on  very  dangerous  ground.  A  lot  of 
Latina  lesbians  are  writing,  but  it’s  hard  because  it’s  a 
very  young  movement  of  writers. 


VN :  What  about  feeling  isolated  in  terms  of  home ,  in 
terms  of  where  you  came  from  ?  When  I  left  Puerto  Rico, 
1  felt  totally  cut  off  from  family.  I  hadn’t  been  out  in 
Puerto  Rico,  and  never  knew  lesbians  there  —  I  had  to 
leave  to  come  out.  In  Cambridge  now  I  have  familia  — 
my  friends.  But  it’s  not  the  same  in  Puerto  Rico. 


CM:  That’s  very  hard.  When  I  finished  Loving  in  the 
War  Years,  I  decided  not  to  tell  my  parents.  My  parents 
are  functionally  literate,  but  they  don’t  read,  so  1  don’t 
have  to  worry  too  much  about  them  going  into  a 
bookstore  and  finding  my  book.  They  and  other  people 
in  my  family  have  seen  Bridge  and  Cuentos.  Usually  1 
show  everything  to  my  sister,  but  not  even  she  has  seen 
this  book.  That  makes  me  feel  very  isolated  because  1 
know  that  it’s  a  love  story  to  my  family.  1  know  it  is.  1 
don’t  care  if  1  write  that  1  think  my  father  was  a  ghost  in 
my  life,  it’s  a  love  story.  But  I’d  be  betraying  them  like 
anything,  so  they  can’t  see  it. 

1  have  a  huge  family  with  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
relatives,  and  they  all  know  that  I’m  a  writer.  Lots  of 
them  know  that  I’m  a  lesbian  —  my  parents  know.  Les¬ 
bianism  isn’t  tbe  issue;  it’s  telling  the  family  secrets. 
And  the  sexual  stuff  is  very  heavy.  It’s  taboo  to  admit 
that  sexuality  has  been  such  a  difficult  and  critical  part 
of  my  life,  that  I  had  to  look  at  my  sexuality  to  unders¬ 
tand  myself.  It’s  not  supposed  to  matter,  and  if  you  do 
fuck,  don’t  talk  about  it. 

I’m  not  just  a  lesbian;  I’m  interested  in  what  it  means. 
I  like  to  talk  about  it.  In  face  of  my  mother,  I  would  feel 
asharned  to  admit  this  process,  although  we’ve  had  in¬ 
timate,  intimate  discussions  about  what  desire  means  in 
our  lives.  We’ve  had  beautiful  discussions  —  rare,  but 
[only]  if  we’d  had  enough  drinks  or  something.  It’s  not 
that  she  doesn’t  understand,  but  in  print!  Forget  it. 
That’s  very  painful. 


Mexicano  in  me.  I  did  envy  the  white  girls  who  were  free 
—  I  wasn’t  going  to  be  free.  Particularly  when  I  was  com¬ 
ing  out,  and  in  the  three  years  before  I  came  out  when  I 
was  losing  my  mind,  I  envied  them  their  freedom. 


VN:  How  do  you  feel  about  being  half-Mexican  and 
half- American?  I  felt  cheated  when  I  was  growing  up.  I 
wanted  to  be  on  one  side  or  the  other,  all  Puerto  Rican  or 
all  American.  It’s  so  hard:  what  if  my  white  father  is  a 
racist  pig?  What  do  I  do  about  him? 


VN:  How  good  is  your  Spanish?  Are  there  things  you 
haven’t  been  able  to  say  quite  right  because  you’re  not 
saying  them  in  Spanish? 


CM:  For  me,  it’s  been  a  source  of  great  pain.  When  1 
was  a  kid  —  you’re  so  much  smarter  when  you’re  young 
—  I  saw  race  very  clearly.  I  saw  that  being  brown  was 
where  it  was  at ,  being  brown  was  just  right.  Because  this 
was  my  family.  My  father  was  basically  without  relatives, 
so  our  whole  family  is  Chicano.  My  sister,  my  brother 
and  I  were  the  only  half-breeds. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  I  loved  my  cousins  so  much  I 
wanted  to  look  like  them.  And  also  because  I  was  so 
madly  in  love  with  my  mother,  I  wished  that  I  had  dark 
hair  and  darker  skin.  It  was  so  beautiful  to  me:  it  was 
home,  it  was  comfort,  it  was  provision.  And  Spanish  was 
all  those  things,  too.  Then  you  go  to  school,  and  you  get 
a  better  deal  because  you’re  light.  The  schools  I  went  to 
had  mostly  Chicano  kids;  and  all  my  friends  were 
Chicano.  Things  started  breaking  down  at  a  certain 
point.  I  got  treated  differently  because  I  could  get  over 
color-wise  and  because  I  had  my  father’s  ^last  name. 
(Now  I  use  my  mother’s  name.)  That’s  when  your 
alliances  get  really  messed  up.  Having  the  choice  fucked 
with  me. 

I  have  always  known,  though  sometimes  only  in  the 
deepest  part  of  me,  that  I  was  better  off  because  I  had 


CM:  Yes.  Having  an  anglo  father  and  growing  up  in 
the  U.S.,  we  spoke  English  at  home.  But  Spanish  was 
everywhere.  Spanish  is  the  language  of  my  heart  — 
anger  and  — 


VN:  LUST... 


CM:  Yeah,  lust;  but  my  access  to  it  is  not  that  good. 
It’s  very  crazy:  I  feel  like  English  isn’t  cutting  it,  but  I 
don’t  necessarily  know  the  words  in  Spanish.  I  know  a  lot 
more  than  I  did  before,  but  I’m  hardly  fluent  the  way  I 
want  to  be.  It’s  frightening  to  me  because  —  particularly 
within  the  first  two  years  —  I’ve  felt  caught  between  two 
languages.  When  I  was  coming  back  to  the  states  front 
Mexico  last  year,  1  felt  that  more  than  anything.  'The 
minute  I  got  back  to  English,  I  was  in  another  mode.  I’m 
very  good  at  emoting  in  English  —  I  can  cuss  anyone 
out.  It’s  the  language  I  have  the  greatest  facility  in.  But 
when  I  speak  Spanish,  I  feel  like  a  different  person.  This 
person  is  somewhat  new  to  me  —  jQuien  es  esa  mujer?^ 
But  it’s  beautiful,  and  the  sex  stuff  is  a  trip,  the  lust,  the, 
passion.... 


VN:  Isn’t  it?  There  are  so  many  words  for  choed, 
[pussy],  and  words  to  make  love  —  all  meaning 


The  Choice  to  be  Brown 


Loving  in  the  War  Years 

by  Cherrte  Moraga 
South  End  Press 
Boston,  1984 
132  pp.,  $7 


Reviewed  by  Elva  Perez-Trevino 


Cherrie  Moraga  has  written  extensively  on  the 
political  situation  for  women  in  this  society.  In  this  book 
are  collected  essays,  poems,  and  various  short  stories 
which  all  together  compose  Moraga’s  story.  This  book  is 
a  political  analysis  of  her  desires  to  trace  into  and  beyond 
her  mother’s  brown  skin,  into  her  own  domain  of  flesh 
and  bones  and  how  she  has  experienced  this. 

Hers  is  a  personal  story  about  her  right  to  call  herself 
Chicana  and  how  this  reflects  upon  her  views  of  the 
Chicano  community.  However,  in  reading  this  book  I 
sense  that  in  some  way  Moraga  is  uncomfortable  within 
herself  about  her  right  to  call  herself  Chicana.  She 
anticipates  a  frontal  attack,  and  rightly  so  in  this  age 
when  skin  color  and  appearance  still  are  the 
determinants  of  who  receives  acceptance  and  respect. 


Fler  analysis  is  the  analysis  of  an  outsider,  in  that  she  is 
viewing  in,  from  her  isolated  experience  within  the 
Chicano  community.  For  Moraga  the  political  catalyst 
has  been  her  lesbianism,  her  ability  to  sexually  touch 
herself,  to  politically  motivate  herselJF  from  the  most 
intimate  and  necessary  part  of  her  life. 

This  is  an  analysis,  from  a  critical  viewpoint, 
attempting  to  make  sense  of  all  that  has  gone  on.  Her 
environment  is  a  personal  one,  full  of  personal 
discoveries,  decisions,  and  observations.  In  her  quest  to 
establish  her  identity  she  looks  at  the  significance  of  a 
brown  mother,  at  the  implications  of  having  a  white 
father,  and  at  the  end  result  of  being  a  feminist,  lesbian, 
Chicana,  a  “half-breed.” 

Anyone  reading  this  book  should  not  expect  a 
scholarly  attempt  at  defining  Chicanismo,  the  Chicano 
cornmunity,  what  it  means  to  grow  up  dark-skin 
Chicano  in  this  country,  what  it  means  to  live  within  a 
Chicano  community,  the  connection  between  spiritu¬ 
ality  and  Chicanismo,  or  the  implications  of  the 
mythical  plight  of  the  Chicano  race. 

Moraga’s  struggle  appears  to  be  her  need  to  connect 
with  a  wholeness  that  she  anticipates  she  will  find  if  she 
in  some  way  could  prove  what  she  has  seen  and  survived: 


Centenpread  design  by  Jeremy  Grainger 


something  slightly  different.  I  couldn’t  express  the 
whole  range  of  emotions  in  English. 

CM:  Yes,  but  people  see  Spanish,  and  they’re  not  buy¬ 
ing  it.  Cuentos,  because  it  has  so  much  Spanish,  is  sell¬ 
ing  slowly.  Even  with  my  book,  which  doesn’t  have 
much  Spanish,  I’ve  seen  people  go  through  it  and  think 
they  won’t  be  able  to  relate  because  of  the  Spanish.  The 
play  I’m  working  on  is  predominantly  in  English;  talks 
about  a  Chicano  experience  —  you’ve  got  to  have 
Spanish  in  and  out  of  it,  all  over  the  place.  But  I  find 
myself  calculating,  thinking  there’s  too  much  Spanish  in 
it,  and  then  I  get  mad  at  myself  —  because  the  heart  of 
It  wants  to  be  in  Spanish .  I’ve  read  the  play  a  couple  of 
times  to  anglos,  and  they  like  it;  I  get  a  good  response. 
But  when  you  read  it  to  Latinos!  —  they  respond  verbal¬ 
ly,  laugh,  they  really  get  it! 

There’s  one  part  where  a  woman  Is  talking  about  want¬ 
ing  another  woman, and  she  says  in  Spanish  that  there’s 
a  man  in  this  woman  —  “hay  un  hombre  en  esa  mujer" 
“su  voz  me  acaticia",  etc.  Girls  in  the  Latino  audience 
were  going,  “Ooohhh  God!”  It  made  me  want  to  go 
home  and  write  piles  for  just  them,  in  our  language, 
with  our  sensibility.  How  many  Latina  lesbians  hear 
anything  about  us  making  love  in  Spanish?  I’m  still  lear¬ 
ning  how  to  write  that  way,  but  I  realize  the  hunger  is 
there.  The  language  does  change  you  —  parts  of  me 
come  up  that  I  don’t  expect.  In  Loving  in  the  War  Years, 
I  write,  “A/b  soy  mocha  in  espanol  —  soy  mujer.  ”  English 
is  my  language  of  defense.  English  is  my  posture  in  the 
world  —  and  so  is  being  butch.  In  Spanish,  I  don’t  even 
know  how  —  I  have  a  soft  touch  in  Spanish. 

SP;  Would  you  say  a  little  more  about  your  play? 


“But  what  of  passion  I  hunger  to  ask,  there’s  got  to 
be  more  than  hand  to  mouth  survival.” 

'This  autobiography  is  one  story  during  a  time  when 
there  are  thousands  of  same-generation  stories  full  of 
hunger  for  something  deep  and  meaningful .  Her  voice 
is  a  contemporary  voice  that  attempts  to  etch  itself  into 
history  with  a  statement:  personal,  generalized,  felt, 
evaluated,  and  seen  in  critical  black  and  white.  The  end 
result  is  a  critical  review  of  the  topics  of  love,  passion, 
politics,  anarchy,  healing,  coalitions,  obstacles,  and 
dreams. 

In  reading  this  book  I  clearly  read  it  as  a  dark-skin 
Chicana,  and  I  wanted  to  be  open  to  what  this  woman 
has  to  say  about  her  experience  of  being  Chicana.  What 
I  read  was  a  personal  account  of  how  it  feels  to  be 
excluded.  It  was  not  easy  reading  her  story,  because  for 
me  being  Mexican  has  a  definite  familiarity,  because  I 
am  dark-skin,  because  I  do  belong,  because  there  is  no 
question  that  my  sangre  is  Mexicana. 

The  charges  of  homophobia  and  classism  within  the 
Chicano  community  are  accurate,  and  Moraga’s  role  as 
an  artist  in  that  community  is  to  challenge,  criticize  and 
have  an  extreme  opinion  reflecting  back  some  of  the 

Continued  on  page  1 0 


CM:  Well,  it’s  called  Giving  Up  the  Ghost,  and  I  just 
finished  the  first  draft.  I  really  wanted  to  write  a  play 
about  a  Latina  lesbian  relationship,  to  try  to  show  how 
we  talk  to  each  other.  It’s  very  realistic  about  our  lives. 
I’m  excited  about  the  form  because  you  need  warm 
bodies  to  do  it,  and  a  live  audience.  It  has  to  be  very 
community-oriented. 

SP:  You  write  in  Bridge  that  what  drew  you  to  politics 
was  your  love  of  women.  Could  you  talk  about  that?  Do 
you  work  primarily  with  lesbians  of  color,  or  do  you  work 
with  gay  Chicanos,  or  other  groups? 

CM:  I’ve  never  been  a  separatist.  When  I  say  that  my 
love  of  women  drew  me  to  politics,  I  am  saying  that  I 
became  a  feminist.  And  “my  lesbianism  was  the  first 
really  tactile  reminder  to  me  that  we  aren’t  free  human 
beings.”  But  that  was  just  my.starting  point.  It  has  a  lot 
to  do  with  being  light-skinned  so  that  racial  oppression 
wasn’t  as  apparent  to  me  from  the  jump.  It’s  really 
changed  over  the  years.  The  more  involved  I  becarne  in 
Third  World  feminist  work,  the  more  I  got  into  working 
with  Third  World  men.  I’ll  work  with  anybody  who  will 
work  —  I  really  believe  in  coalitions. 

The  exciting  stuff  is  working  with  Third  World  gay 
men.  There’s  a  huge  amount  of  organizing  potential 
among  us,  because  it’s  like  being  back  with  your 
families.  Your  families  aren’t  just  women  —  they’re 
men  and  women.  You’re  back  with  your  family,  but  you 
don’t  have  to  put  up  with  all  the  sexism ,  the  heterosex¬ 
ual  trips  and  crap.  Two  or  three  years  ago  I  went  to  the 
national  Third  World  lesbian  and  gay  conference  in 
Chicago,  and  I  met  all  these  Latino  gay  guys.  I  was  hap¬ 
py  because  they’re  organizing  all  over  the  place.  But  no 
matter  where  I  do  coalition  work,  I  have  to  be  out  most 
of  the  time,  and  that  does  limit  where  I  work. 

VN:  Third  World  feminism  seems  to  have  become 
much  more  visible  in  the  last  five  years  —  people  are 
talking  to  me  for  a  change.  Why?  How  did  it  happen? 

CM:  Well,  historically,  there  was  the  anti-war  move¬ 
ment  and  the  Third  World  liberation  rhovements.  Then 
came  the  white  women’s  movement.  But  there  were 
tlack  feminists  organizing  many,  many  years  ago.  There 
was  a  black  feminist  movement  starting  up  as  early  as 
1971  —  it  just  didn’t  have  the  visibility  of  the  white 
women’s  movement .  Third  World  women  in  the  Third 
World  liberation  movements  and  in  the  white  women’s 
movement  found  there  was  part  of  us  in  both 
movements  that  was  not  considered  worth  liberating. 
Lesbians  tended  to  work  more  in  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  than  in  the  Third  World  movements  because  we 
were  allowed  to  be  out  there.  But  we  remained  for  so 
many  years  in  such  a  tokpnized  position  in  that  move¬ 
ment,  and  we  encountered  so  much  racism.  History  just 
brought  us  to  the  point  of  hooking  up  with  each  other. 

I  think  Third  World  feminism  was  very  much  birthed 
by  Third  World  lesbians  —  out  of  necessity,  for  our  right 
to  our  lives.  At  this  point  it  really  is  moving,  and  many 
more  Third  World  heterosexual  women  are  identifying 
as  feminists. 


The  Third  World  is  on  fire  —  Latin  America,  South 
Africa,  etc.  —  our  people  from  where  we  originate  are  in 
revolution.  Third  World  people  in  the  U.S.  have, 
should  have,  a  natural  solidarity  with  those  struggles. 
Our  movement  can’t  stay  separated  by  racial  ethnic 
groups,  although  there  is  certainly  a  place  for  Latina 
feminism,  black  feminism,  etc.  Ultimately,  it’s  got  to  be 
Third  World.  I’m  hoping  that  U.S.  Third  World 
feminism  will  become  much  more  international. 

VN:  What  do  you  think  our  priorities  should  be  as 
women  of  color?  And  what  do  you  see  as  the  obstacles  to 
our  working  together?  Recently  1  started  getting  involv¬ 
ed  with  a  group  in  Boston,  Women  of  Color  Organizing 
for  Action  (WOZA).  I  came  in  with  this  very  romantic 
notion;  here  we  are,  women  of  color,  trying  to  get  it 
together,  organizing  for  action  —  it’s  going  to  be 
wonderful,  what  I  always  wanted!  But  it  hasn’t  been 
peachy.  It’s  been  very  hard,  much  harder  than  I  ever 
dreamed. 

CM:  Well,  in  terms  of  our  priorities,  I  would  like  to 
see  us  doing  very  specific  kinds  of  organizing  within  our 
own  neighborhoods  and  communities.  In  terms  of  sup¬ 
port,  we  need  to  have  national  communication  hookups 

—  that’s  why  we  started  Kitchen  Table,  Women  of  Col¬ 
or  Press.  We  need  newspapers,  ways  to  get  the  word  out 
to  each  other,  but  the  most  important  thing  is  for  us  to 
work  in  groups  with  each  other,  and  to  make  our  pro¬ 
jects  as  concrete  and  local  and  possible. 

As  you  said,  it’s  not  peachy,  it’s  not  what  we  thought. 
The  obstacle  is  that  race,  class,  and  sex  oppression  really 
do  work  to  keep  us  down.  We’ve  learned  to  hate 
ourselves  so  much  we  put  it  out  all  over  each  other.  At 
Kitchen  Table,  we’ve  done  realy  good;  we’ve  been 
around  for  almost  four  years  with  a  diverse  group  of 
women,  and  we’ve  managed  to  work  with  each  other. 
But  it’s  not  ideal  —  it’s  very,  very  hard.  People  have 
come  and  gone,  and  not  always  happily.  The  things  that 
stand  in  our  way  of  believing  that  we  have  a  right  to  do 
well,  to  effect  change,  are  tremendous  —  so  that  at  every 
inch  of  the  way,  you  subvert  each  other’s  best  stuffi  ' 

It’s  scary  to  change.  It’s  scary  to  have  something  work 
when  you  haven’t  got  power.  Suddenly  you’re  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  create  power  with  each  other,  and  you  kick  and 
shove  to  have  it  not  happen  because  it’s  been  so  safe  — 
at  least  you  knew  the  parameters  of  your  fear.  There  are 
issues  of  language  between  us,  and  cultutal  differences 
that  get  played  out  ugly.  There  are  color  issues  between 
us  —  everybody’s  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  write  off 
the  other  person.  In  any  movement,  in  any  group,  you 
bring  oppressions  into  the  room  with  you  and  hit  each 
other  over  the  head  with  them. 

VN:  Now  that  I  hear  you  say  it,  I  realize  of  course 
that’s  going  to  happen . 

CM:  We  must  think  it  can  work,  because  we  do  it.  But 
it’s  so  hard.  With  the  press,  for  example,  it’s  been  very 
difficult  to  get  people  to  work  on  a  consistent  basis. 
Well,  why  is  that?  Unlike  most  presses  that  started  out 
of  the  women’s  movement,  everyone  works  full-time.  A 
lot  of  people  have  kids.  One  wonderful  woman  had  to 
stop  some  of  her  work  because  she’s  from  Latin  America 
and  was  having  problems  keeping  her  visa.  For  six  mon¬ 
ths  all  ot  her  energy  went  into  trying  to  get  this  visa.  And 
Third  World  people,  particularly  not  being  middle- 
class,  have  very  strong  family  networks.  The  family  is 
your  source  of  support,  so  when  something  goes  bad 
with  your  family,  you  need  to  take  care  of  it.  It’s  a  priori¬ 
ty.  In  white  women’s  groups  people  seldom  seem  really 
affected  by  their  family  lives.  Their  parents  take  care  of 
them  as  opposed  to  the  children  taking  care  of  the 
parents. 

VN:  I  wanted  to  ask  about  spirituality  and 
Catholicism  —  what  are  you  into?  I’m  starting  to  go 
back  to  spiritualism,  los  santos,  la  virgen,  los protectores 

—  what  makes  you  feel  safe  at  night. 

CM:  1  grew  up  with  very  strict  Catholicism.  The 
organized  stuff  really  confused  me  —  the  anglo  church. 
But  the  religion  of  the  women  of  my  family  was  mi 
apoyo  —  very  Mexicano,y?,  the  faith.  I  really  took  it  to 
heart.  Of  course,  I  rebelled  against  all  of  that  and  left 
the  church  when  I  was  18  —  bien  rebelde\  What  I  found 
in  later  years  is  that  cutting  out  my  religiosity  is  like  cut¬ 
ting  out  my  soul. 

VN:  Yeah,  you’re  missing  something,  you’re  starved 
for  something. 

CM:  So,  I  find  myself  praying,  and  I  have  an  altar. 
VN:  Oh  wow! 

Continued  on  page  /  / 
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Bellville  Associates 

is  pleased  to  welcome  to  the  staff 


Cheryl  Harrell, 

MDIV,  CAC 


Bellville  Associates 

serving  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 

•  Individual,  couples  and  group  counseling 

•  Career  counseling  and  neuropsychological  evaluation 

•  Substance  abuse  counseling 

•  Spanish,  English,  Portuguese,  Filipino  and  Mandarin  Chinese 
spoken 

Health  Insurance  accepted/sliding  fee  scale  available 
Copley  Square  and  Stoneham,  MA  locations 

Call  (617)  739-7803 

for  further  information  or  appointment 


It's  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 

when  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
kids. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous. .  .when  your 
'ex'  can't  cope  with  your  lifestyle. .  .when  you 
don't  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


]Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -^  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266^2240, 

iffiALTH  iWSUR^CE  ACCEPT^ 


ON  THE 
BOSTON 
COMMON 


BOSTON  CHIROPRACTIC 
ASSOCIATES 

Dr.  William  j.  Cocke 
Dr.  Donna  K.  Heitzman 

EMPHASIZING  ALL  ASPECTS 
OF  PAIN/INJURY  MANAGEMENT 
AND  SPORTS  MAINTAINANCE 

451-1111  emercencyI 

CARE 

132  BOYLSTON  STREET.  BOSTON  AVAILABLE 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Dr.  Jonathan  I).  Sirin 
(  Jiiroprartor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


To  Be  Brown 
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The  charges  of  homophobia  and 
classism  within  the  Chicano  com¬ 
munity  are  accurate,  and 
Moraga’s  role  as  an  artist  in  that 
community  is  to  challenge, 
criticize  and  have  an  extreme  opi¬ 
nion  reflecting  back  some  of  the 
paths  that  the  Chicano  political 
discourse  can  travel.  In  her  mis¬ 
sion  to  help  establish  a  Third 
World  women’s  coalition,  Moraga 
is  insistent  in  processing  and 
organizing  her  thoughts.  By 
becoming  a  direct-action  activist, 
Moraga  enters  into  the  avant- 
garde  of  contemporary  politics. 
Her  visibility,  gained  through  her 
writings  and  her  political  activism, 
places  her  in  the  vulnerable  posi¬ 
tion  of  having  to  explore  and  sort 
out  the  meaning  of  being  born 
female,  and  the  meaning  of 
needing  a  sister,  mother,  and 
grandmother.  The  personal  defini¬ 
tion  of  passion  is  evident  in  the 
force  of  her  words. 

It  is  important  to  acknowledge 
Moraga’s  fondness  for  being 
honest  about  what  she  feels, 
thinks,  and  does  in  reaction  to 
what  happens  through  her.  She  is  a 
voice,  a  sufferer,  a  lesbian,  a 
mestizo  on  the  road  to  recovery. 
She  speaks  with  a  romantic  voice 
for  its  melancholic  source  of  self¬ 
acceptance.  But  this  voice  cannot 
speak  of  darkness,  it  can  only 
yearn  to  no  longer  feel  its  invisible 
oppression.  Her  intensity,  her 
resolutions  and  conflicts  lie  in  a 
direction  different  from  many 
Chicanas,  a  direction  which  is 
strong  in  political  insight,  but  with 
a  politics  borne  out  of  a  decision. 
She  speaks  from  a  position  of  hav¬ 
ing  chosen  to  identify  brown,  an 
opportunity  not  available  to  most 
Chicanas.  As  a  Tejana  Chicana,  I 
pause  to  question  the  political 
label  of  “Chicana.”  “Chicana”  is 


more  than  dark  skin  visibility,  or 
the  self-righteous  anger  of  oppres¬ 
sion  hitting  back.  It’s  also  about 
spiritual  connections  to  growing 
up  foreign  in  the  familiar  land¬ 
scape  of  our  ancestor,  and  having 
this  become  a  catalyst  of  political 
mindfulness.  In  a  way  I  wish  this 
book  were  about  being  Chicana, 
but  it  is  not.  Moraga  doesn’t  allow 
anyone  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
about  her  brand  of  Chicanismo, 
one  that  seems  to  innately  distrust 
the  innocence  of  others’  personal 
existence.  She  makes  generalized 
statements  which  leave  me  confus¬ 
ed  as  to  what  she  is  actually  saying 
about  Chicanos.  As  an  example, 
about  the  possibility  of  having  a 
Chicano  father,  she  writes: 

“It  is  important  to  say  that 
fearing  recriminations  from 
my  father  never  functioned 
for  me  as  an  obstacle  in  my 
political  work.  Had  I  been 
born  of  a  Chicano  father,  I 
sometimes  think  I  never 
would  have  been  able  to 
write  a  line  or  participate  in 
a  demonstration,  having  to 
repress  all  questioning  in 
order  that  the  ultimate  ques¬ 
tion  of  my  sensuality  would 
never  emerge.  Possibly, 
even  some  of  my  com- 
paheros  whose  fathers  died 
or  left  in  their  early  years 
would  never  have  had  the 
courage  to  speak  out  as 
Third  World  lesbians  the 
way  they  do  now,  had  their 
fathers  been  a  part  of  their 
daily  lives.” 

As  a  dark-skin  Chicana,  I  ques¬ 
tion  this  attitude.  As  a  dark-skin 
Chicana,  I  question  a  lot  of  what  is 
in  this  book  because  I  don’t  always 
agree  with  being  suspicious  of 
political  implications,  as  transmit¬ 
ted  through  daily  connections  with 
others  who  are  not  brown.  As  a 


Before  Stonewall 


Continued from  page  7 
ejected  by  police.  Many’s  the  time 
I’ve  seen  a  spunky  teen  quean  lay 
those  managers  to  filth.  (Fact  is, 
myself,  once  in  a  fit  of  pique 
smashed  a  tray  full  of  their  dishes 
and  then  with  my  nose  in  the  air 
nonchalantly  walked  out.)  If  by 
chance  a  group  of  queans  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  few  adults,  the 


management  rarely  pestered  us. 
(Gives  you  a  concept  of  ageish 
privilege  then  and  now  that  hasn’t 
changed  much  in  close  to  40 
years.) 

So,  anyway,  17  years  old,  ex¬ 
periencing  my  first  love  affair  with 
someone  my  age,  I’d  been  going 
with  older  men  since  12,  and  hav- 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Plainer 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston.  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men’s  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Nieht 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  pod(atry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 


•  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 


*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 


Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


dark-skin  Chicana,  to  talk  about 
the  magical  and  spiritual  is  as  im¬ 
portant,  or  perhaps  even  more  im¬ 
portant,  than  the  sexual  oppor¬ 
tunities  available  to  me.  For  the 
Chicanas  that  1  know  back  home  a 
book  of  this  type  is  easily  dis¬ 
missed,  not  because  it  lacks 
substance,  but  because  it  is  not  in¬ 
clusive  of  what  is  beautiful  and  no¬ 
ble  about  being  Mexican  in  this 
society.  Back  home  if  you’ve  got 
white  skin,  look  white,  act  white, 
think  white,  then  you  are  white. 
And  unfortunately  this  is  an  at¬ 
titude  which  Moraga  barely  ad¬ 
dresses  in  much  detail,  or  with  the 
same  strong  scrutiny  with  which 
she  reviews  homophobia  and  sex¬ 
ual  oppression. 

I  originally  was  attracted  to  this 
book  because  of  how  the  back 
cover  sells  it  to  me: 

“Cherrie  Moraga  _  explores  the 
political  and  personal  meaning  of 
being  Chicana  and  a  lesbian...” 
But  when  I  read  this  book  I  came 
to  recognize  that  Moraga’s  book  is 
about  being  lesbian.  Her  power,  as 
harnessed  by  her  conscientious 
choice  to  be  Chicana,  is  diffused 
when  she  is  sold  to  me  as  a 
Chicana.  She  is  Chicana  by  choice; 
already  this  says  a  lot.  Her  power 
lies  in  her  affiliations  as  she  has 
made  them,  not  as  they  have  been 
made  for  her  by  others.  Her 
perceptions  are  those  of  one 
woman  speaking  about  herself, 
and  sharing  what  she  feels  because 
of  who  she  thinks  she  is.  And  it  is 
this  point  exactly  that  gets  negated 
when  I  am  enticed  to  read  a  book 
by  a  “Chicana.” 

I  need  to  know  very  clearly,  up¬ 
front,  ‘that  Moraga  is  exploring. 
This  is  what  makes  her  political 
work  important;  it  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  her  anger  and  how  she 
resolves  it.  This  is  what  is  powerful 
about  this  book. 


ing  to  contend  with  parents  laying 
down  their  puritan  rules,  especial¬ 
ly  about  staying  away  all  night. 
After  one  of  our  usual  arguments 
over  what  I  could  do  and  what  I 
couldn’t  do  I  announced  I  was  join- 
their  permission.  Naturally,  Bob¬ 
by  was  the  first  to  know  —  we’d 
Continued  on  next  page 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

[DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D. 


739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 


APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


GAmLOW  nUiES' 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  denlisls,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. ,  etc. .  etc —  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 
USA  (CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  Includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas. 
N,  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world :  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  VWago  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Ptoaso  contact  us  far 
pricos  outside  the  USA.  In  Cenade,  order  Ironi  Glad 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario  MAY 
2A6  416-961-4161  (ctMck  lor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Geyetlow  Peges  on  imiinQ  labelsl 
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CM:  My  mother  has  always  had 
one.  You  know,  certain  things  are 
not  “cool”  to  do:  Western 
religions  are  not  “cool.”  If  it’s  go¬ 
ing  to  be  religion,  it  should  be 
eastern  religion  —  Buddhism, 
yoga.  You  can  do  yoga  —  I  do 
yoga  —  and  still  be  “cool”;  it’s 
more  philosophical.  But  in  terms 
of  images,  I  always  thought  that  1 
could  not  turn  to  Catholic  images 
because  they  had  been  so  op¬ 
pressive.  I  still  can’t  get  to  Christ 
on  the  cross  .  .  .  but  la  virgen,  los 
santos  —  why  can’t  I  go  to  those 
images?  They  used  to  provide  such 
warmth  for  me.  So,  when  it’s  been 
a  bad  day,  I’ll  let  myself  pray  — 
even  use  traditional  language  for 
the  ritual  of  it.  Other  Latinas  have 
been  very  supportive  of  my  doing 
that;  they  give  me  little  things  to 
pray  with,  buy  me  candles,  try  to 
encourage  me  along. 


there’s  a  lot  of  fucked  up  stuff 
about  it;  people  are  very  poor,  and 
they’re  still  throwing  their  money 
away  to  the  Church.  But  I  saw 
religion  functioning  there  on  a  dai¬ 
ly  basis  to  help  people  endure.  Our 
lives  are  rough.  When  I  moved  to 
New  York,  I  wanted  to  create  at 
home  a  little  peace,  a  little  environ¬ 
ment  of  support,  a  little  root.  So, 
when  1  went  to  Mexico,  I  brought 
back  all  kinds  of  paraphernalia  for 
my  altar.  I  believe  in  it.  I  think  it’s 
wonderful  that  the  Nicaragua 
revolution  has  kept  the  church. 
You  can’t  give  people  communism 
instead  of  religion  —  it  just 
doesn’t  fulfill  the  same  needs. 

SP:  In  “A  Long  Line  of  Ven- 
didas”  you  write  about  Third 
World  feminism  trying  to  “feed  all 
our  hungers.”  Would  you  talk 
more  about  that? 


VN:  Maybe  that’s  something  I 
have  to  do  at  some  point  or 
another.  My  grandmother  has  a 
little  altar,  my  mother  has  her  little 
altar  —  1  want  to  keep  that  up. 
And  perhaps,  when  my  grand¬ 
mother  dies,  if  I’m  praying  by  my 
altar,  she’ll  come  talk  to  me.  1 
know  she  won’t  if  I’m  not,  and  I 
don’t  want  to  miss  that  connec¬ 
tion;  It’s  something  else  about  me, 
about  the  way  1  grew  up  that  I’m 
denying. 

CM:  Si,  claro,  it’s  your 
latinidad.  In  the  book,  I  talk  about 
going  to  La  Basilica;  it  was  in  Mex¬ 
ico  that  what  I  was  denying  really 
became  clear  to  me.  Mexico  is  such 
a  religious  country.  Of  course. 


CM:  Both  sexuality  and 
spirituality  get  left  out  of  political 
movements  —  they  never  come 
together  politically.  The  Civil 
Rights  movement  came  out  of  a 
deep  spiritual  movement,  out  of 
the  black  Church.  They  were  deal¬ 
ing  with  what  is  just,  what  is  fair  — 
what  is  Christian  in  that  sense.  But 
no  one  was  addressing  sexuality  or 
sexism  ds  issues. 

Now,  the  gay  movement  talks 
about  sexuality. 

The  lesbian  separatist  move- 
•ment  has  an  acultural,  somewhat 
asexual  approach  to  spirituality. 
There’s  never  been  a  combining  of 
these  sexual  and  spiritual 
elements,  and  they’re  so  related.  If 
they  weren’t  related,  churches 


Before  Stonewall 


Continued  from  previous  page 

write  —  we’d  see  each  other  when  I 
was  home  on  furlough  —  typical 
soap  opera  drama.  And  I  wrote, 
and  1  wrote,  and  in  two  weeks 
received  the  letter  from  Bobby  that 
“smote  me  to  the  quick.”  Heart¬ 
broken,  what  was  I  going  to  do  — 


four  days  later  on  a  weekend  pass 
in  Bryant  Park,  New  York  City,  I 
met  Cole.  He  invited  me  to  his 
room  and  we  did  it,  we  fucked, 
and  I  was  in  love  and  he  was  in 
love.  Suddenly,  a  whole  new  world 
opened  up  for  me. . . 


Gav  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
pubiication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when  * 

you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 
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wouldn’t  be  so  anti-sex.  They 
emerge  from  the  same  source.  I  do 
think  Third  World  lesbians  and 
Third  World  feminism  can  allow 
sexuality  and  spirituality  to  co¬ 
exist  as  sustainers,  not  just  as 
sources  of  oppression.  Anytime 
somebody  tries  to  take  one  little 
piece  out  of  the  picture,  I  feel  like 
it’s  a  failed  movement.  That  thing 
left  out  is  what’s  going  to  catch  up 
with  you.  I  see  a  lot  of  Third 
World  lesbians  talking  about  sex¬ 
uality  and  spirituality  —  really 
putting  it  together  in  their  lives.  I 
get  worried  because  sometimes 
they’re  not  very  political.  You  can 
be  a  Third  World  cultural 
feminist,  and  think  it’s  enough  for 
us  to  celebrate  ourselves  —  that’s 
bullshit. 

We  need  everything  together. 
We  need  it  because  political  work 
is  hard.  If  it’s  all  work  and  no  play, 
or  all  on  a  material  plane  and 
nothing  spiritual,  you  won’t  last 
very  long.  1  think  colored  women 
know  the  most  about  that. 

SP:  What  do  you  think  of 
Powers  of  Desire!  Apart  from 
your  piece  with  Amber 
Hollibaugh,  there  were  only  a  few 
things  on  class  and  desire  and 
almost  nothing  on  race  and  culture 
in  relation  to  desire. 

CM:  In  terms  of  there  not  being 
affirmative  stuff  on  Third  World 
women’s  sexuality,  that  just 
doesn’t  exist  very  much.  I  basically 
find  the  book  very  heterosexist  in 
its  assumptions,  and  incredibly 
classist  —  racist,  by  default. 
“Strides  in  sexual  liberation”  is  a 
joke  when  you’re  talking  about 
Third  World  women.  Black 
teenage  pregnancy  is  as  high  as 
ever,  and  most  Chicanas  I  knew 
growing  up  would  not  take  birth- 
control  to  this  day.  It  hasn’t  been 
such  a  wonderful  sexual  liberation 
—  the  pill  didn’t  revolutionize  the 
world,  only  white  privileged 
America. 

SP:  You  say  something  at  the 


end  of  your  dialogue  in  that  book 
about  hearing  a  woman  from 
Samois  in  San  Francisco  talk 
about  how  she  wasn’t  walking 
away  from  the  relationship  for 
once.  You  said  you  had  to  give  her 
credit  for  that.  What  do  you  think 
about  S/M? 


CM: 

that. 


Nobody’s  every  asked  me 


that,  and  we  can  just  ask  ques¬ 
tions.  I  think  the  biggest  lie  of  this 
debate  is  that  people  from  both 
sides  aren’t  admitting  that  they 
don’t  really  know  what  it  means. 
Admitting  it  makes  you  very 
vulnerable  to  those  who  attack 
you.  If  people  would  stop  attack¬ 
ing,  maybe  there  could  be  more 
honest  discovery  about  what  sex 
does  mean  in  our  lives. 


English  is  my  language  of  defense,  my  posture  in  the 
world  —  so  is  being  butch.  In  Spanish  /  don  7  know 
how  —  /  have  a  soft  touch. 


I  feel  like  all  relationships,  par¬ 
ticularly  sexual  relationships,  deal 
with  who  has  got  the  power  and 
who  doesn’t.  I  can’t  say  for 
somebody  else  how  they  should 
work  out  their  power  trips  —  what 
am  1  going  to  tell  this  working- 
class  woman  from  Samois?  Go  to 
therapy  and  act  out?  I  think  S/M 
means  something  —  everything 
you  do  does.  The  way  the  S/M 
debate  sort  of  splits  down,  if  you 
support  S/M,  then  you  aren’t  sup¬ 
posed  to  really  consider  the 
political  meaning  of  those  sexual 
acts.  We’re  doing  this  thing,  and 
we  have  our  right  to  do  it,  and  it’s 
great.”  Or,  if  you  think  it  does 
mean  something  politically,  then 
you  tend  to  be  of  the  school  that 
believes  S/M  women  should  be 
tarred  and  feathered  and  wiped  off 
the  face  of  the  planet. 

Well,  I  think  what  we  do  sexual¬ 
ly  does  mean  something  —  it  is 
about  power.  From  my  own  ex¬ 
perience  of  sexuality,  how  we  ex¬ 
press  it  to  each  other  changes  us.  I 
discover  new  things  about  myself 
depending  on  who  I’m  with  and 
what  happens.  That  has  an  effect 
on  what  I  write,  what  I  say,  and 
what  political  work  I  do.  Some 
people  are  very  good  at  cutting 
their  sexuality  off  from  the  rest  of 
their  life,  and  that’s  fine.  But  if 
you  want  to  make  a  political  issue 
out  of  it,  then  tell  me  what  it 
means  —  really. 

If  you  don’t  know,  then  tell  me 


I»IP 

DAVID  L. 

COLLIN$.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E,  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

Boston,  Mass.  02109 

1-800-352-3185 
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Have  You  Heard  About 
Sneakers  for  Women? 

SNEAKERS  —  A  small  intimate  women’s  bar 
tucked  neatly  away  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
city,  in  Davis  Square. 

Summer  special  —  2  for  1 
on  Saturday  nights 

Tues-Sun.  Local  women  musicians 

7pm-1am  interested  in  performing 

(closed  Mon.)  contact  Lynn 

SNEAKERS 

55  Chester  St. 

Somerville 

623-1440 


SP:  Do  you  think  about  but¬ 
ch/femme  stuff  in  a  different  way 
than  you  think  about  S/M? 

CM:  Well,  it’s  been  interesting 
to  me  that  people  think  1  was  ad¬ 
vocating  sex  roles  in  that  dialogue 
with  Amber  Hollibaugh.  I  talk 
about  sex  roles  because  they  exist 
in  our  relationships.  I’m  interested 
in  it.  If  we  want  to  understand 
ourselves,  we  really  gotta  cop  to 
what’s  going  on  —  whether  the 
girls  were  wearing  the  same  drag  or 
not.  I  talk  about  how  my  own 
associations  were  very  much  tied 
up  with  seeing  myself  as  butch  or 
more  masculine  —  macha.  But  I 
don’t  think  that’s  where  it’s  at: 
what  1  was  describing  is  that  pain. 
Nobody’s  going  to  tell  me  that 
some  no-touch-butch  is  happy  — 
I’m  sorry. 

People  are  so  hungry  for  valida¬ 
tion  about  their  own  sexuality  and 
what  they  do  that  they’re  often 
looking  for  easy  solutions.  Before, 
the  women’s  movement  tried  to 
tell  us  we  had  no  sex  roles.  And 
now,  all  of  a  sudden,  “Aren’t  sex 
roles  wonderful!”  Por favor! 

I  would  like  people  to  try  to  hang 
in  the  in-between  —  just  try  to 
figure  out  what  it  means,  what  we 
really  want.  And,  because  so  few 
Third  World  women  talk  about 
this  kind  of  stuff  —  at  least  in  print 
—  it’s  been  very  wearing  to  me  to 
have  white  women  interpret  us  to 
fit  them  and  their  theories.  You 
know.  Third  World  validation.  I 
don’t  want  to  write  things  about 
sexuality  for  white  publications 
anymore.  As  long  as  it’s  a  token 
kind  of  thing,  your  sexuality  is  put 
into  a  white  framework.  You  feel 
like  what  you’re  really  saying  isn’t 
heard. 

SP:  How’s  Kitchen  Table  doing? 

CM:  We’re  going  to  be 
publishing  a  book  by  a  Latina 
writer,  Clorita  Rojas  —  a  book  of 
poetry.  And  we’re  interested  in 
more  non-fiction  material  —  stuff 
that  hooks  into  actual  political 
sturggles  in  the  Third  World  or 
here  in  the  U.S.,  that  isn’t 
rhetorical  and  that  deals  with  the 
complexity  of  Third  World 
women’s  lives.  For  example,  a 
black  American  women  writing 
about  South  Africa  from  a 
feminist  perspective.  Most  of  us 
are  lesbians  in  the  collective,  so  we 
want  stuff  that’s  progressive  in 
that  sense.  Also,  since  we  now 
have  four  books  out  and  can’t 
publish  more  than  one  or  two  a 
year,  we’re  developing  distribu¬ 
tion  lists.  We  have  over  twenty 
titles  already  —  all  by  Third  World 
writers. 

We’re  trying  to  get  financially 
stable,  which  means  not 
publishing  right  away  again.  And 
we’re  working  to  get  our  systems 
together  better,  because  we’ve  had 
a  lot  of  turnover.  It’s  a  hard  transi¬ 
tion,  but  we’re  managing  to  bring 
in  some  new  people.  None  of  us 
who  originally  started  the  press 
wanted  to  be  individually  sustain¬ 
ing  it.  And  some  of  us  are  now  tak¬ 
ing  on  more  advisory  roles;  right 
now  I’m  just  working  on  Latino 
promotion. 

It’s  a  Third  World  press  that 
should  be  passed  on  to  other  peo¬ 
ple,  and  survive  as  an  institution 
outside  of  one  or  two  people’s 
blood  and  guts.  I  feel  like  we’re 
doing  really  well. 


C/1L€hDI^R 


July  14 
to 

July  29 

14  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Rainbow  Coalition  Chicken 
Barbecue.  Food,  entertainment,  cash  bar. 
5pm,  at  115  Chestnut  Ave.  $5.  donation.  In¬ 
fo;  522-5981.  Everyone  invited! 

Boston  —  AIDS  Action  Line:  training  for  new 

volunteer  staffers.  The  only  requirement  is  a 
good  ear  and  3  spare  hours  a  week  to 
answer  the  phone.  10  AM  to  5:30  PM,  5th 
floor,  Boston  City  Hall.  Info;  536-7733. 

Cambridge  —  Civil  Disobedience  preparation 

to  join  July  16  protest  against  conference  on 
weapons  marketing  to  the  Third  World.  10 
AM-3  PM,  Central  America  Solidarity 
Association,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq.  Info; 
354-0008  or  524-2494. 

15  Sunday 

Ipswich  —  Sunday  Chamber  Music  Series; 

Concert  Barn,  Castle  Hill,  Argilla  Road. 
Pianists  Leslie  Amper  and  Yehudi  Wyner, 
Violinist  Rose  Mary  Harbison  and  Clarinetist 
Michael  Sussman  perform  works  by 
Brahms,  Beethoven,  and  Harbison.  6  PM, 
admission:  $10.  Info:  356-4070. 

16  monday 

Boston  —  Candidates  Night  on  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Issues,  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance,  candidates 
for  state  representative  and  state  senator 
trom  Boston  districts.  7 .30  PM  at  U.Mass, 
Park  Square,  Room  222.  Free  and  open  to 
the  public.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Mass.  Gay 
Political  Caucus  and  Cambridge  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance. 

Boston  —  Conference  on  marketing 
weapons  to  the  Third  World.  Legal  picket 
and  civil  disobedience  organized  by  the  Ad 
Hoc  Coaiitionto  Stop  the  Arms  Conference.  7 
AM  at  the  Hilton  Hotel,  Logan  Airport.  Info: 
354-0008. 

17  tuesday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Citywide  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Constituency  of  the  Rainbow  Coalition 

meeting  to  discuss  anti-racism  work  with  the 
gay  community,  U.S.  intervention  in  Central 
America,  and  party  plans.  7:30pm,  call 
Catherine,  364-5938  for  location.  Everyone 
Welcome! 

18  Wednesday 

North  Cambridge  —  “Flowers  in  a  Field  of 
Thorns,”  a  women’s  poetry  group  from  the 
Jefferson  Park  Housing  Project  in  N.  Cam¬ 
bridge;  third  annual  poetry  reading.  7;30pm 
at  the  M  E  Fitzgerald  School  auditorium  at  70 
Rindge  Ave.  (off  Mass  Ave.)  Childcare  and 
admission  are  free.  Info:  497-2011. 

Boston  —  GLAD  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law:  New 
Developments.  A  talk  by  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders’  New  Director: 
Kevin  Cathcart,  Esq.  Northeastern’s  School 
of  Law,  Room  87  at  7:30pm.  Refreshments 
will  be  served. 

Boston— Celebration  of  the  fifth  anniversary 
of  the  Nicaraguan  Revolution,  8pm  at 

Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  Dance 
Party  with  rock  band  BAM  BAM  and  live 
salsa.  Admission  is  $5.  Sponsored  by  Arts 
for  a  New  Nicaragua.  Info;  423-7730. 

Back  Bay  —  Community  Networking 
Breakfast,  for  representatives  of  Boston  area 
gay/lesbian  organizations.  At  8  AM  at  Club 
Cafe,  Columbus  Ave.  at  Berkeley  St.,  Back 
Bay. 


19  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Starhawk,  author  of  “The 
Spiral  Dance”  and  “Dreaming  the  Dark” 
will  speak  on;  Reclaiming  our  Power:  Magic, 
Sex  and  Politics.  A  Spiral  Dance  Circle  will 
follow  the  lecture.  8PM,  Stebbins 
Auditorium,  1st  Parish  Unitarian  Church  of 
Cambridge,  Church  St.  Admission  $4  to  $8 
sliding  scale. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you've  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 
would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 

20  friday 

Cambridge  —  Susan  Abod  &  Elliot  Pillshaw 

and  friends,  with  George  Fulginiti-Shakar 
accompanying  them  on  piano,  pertorm  a  tuii 
variety  of  songs  from  their  gay  cabaret  at 
Modern  Times  Cafe,  134  Hampshire  St., 
9pm.  $4.  Info:  354-8371. 

20  friday 

Boston  —  Rudy  Kikel  reading  from  his  new 
poetry  collection.  Lasting  Relations.  “At 
once  elegaic  and  amusing,  lyrical  and 
tough.”  Starts  at  8  PM,  $2.  donation, 
refreshments  served.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
43  Winter  St.;  across  from  Park  St.  “T.” 
Wheelchair  access  by  elevator.  Info: 
542-0144. 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  our  space  at  167  Tremont 
Street,  5th  Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park 
Street  ”T”  stops).  If  the  door  is  locked, 
buzz  us  onihe  GCN  intercom  located  outside 
the  front  door. 


21  Saturday 

Somerville  —  Peace  and  Disarmament 
reading  by  Denise  Levertov,  Suzanne 
Berger,  Ed  Cates,  Beatrice  Hawley  and 
others.  Reception,  refreshments,  admission 
is  free.  OPEN  AIR  Theater,  25  Village  St.,  4 
PM.  Reservations:  625-1194. 

Newport,  R.l.  —  Daytrip  to  Newport  for  all 
women.  Join  us  to  explore  the  railroad 
barons’  “summer  bungalows,”  picnic 
lunch,  swimming,  stroll  along  the  cliff  walk. 
Meet  at  the  Breaker’s  parking  lot  1 1  ;30  AM . 
Admission  to  2  mansions  $6.  Sponsored  by 
Boston  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Directions  and 
info:  661-3633. 


Natick  —  Tri-County  Association  pool  party 
and  cook-out  at  Bruce  and  Peter’s  home,  80 
Farwell  St.  Bring  food,  drink,  and  lawn 
chairs.  All  Welcome!  Call  for  directions: 
655-5644. 

22  friday 

Holliston  —  Tri-County  Association  Steering 
Committee  meets  at  Cliff  and  Dave’s  house, 
320  Winter  St.,  AN  Welcome.  Call  for  direc¬ 
tions:  429-6593. 

Rhode  Island  —  Tour  of  America’s  Oidest 
Synagogue  and  Picnic  in  Newport,  R.l.  Meet 
at  Touro  Synagogue  at  1  PM.  Sponsored  by 
Am  Tikva.  Info:  782-8894. 

25  monday 

Boston  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Net¬ 
work  general  meeting.  Open  to  all  women, 
7:30  PM  upstairs  at  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  We  will  discuss  “Stepping  Out; 
Bisexuais  in  Women’s  Bars.”  The  meeting 
is  free  and  newcomers  are  especially 
welcome. For  more  info,  write:  BBWN,  P.O. 
Box  1534,  Jamaica  Piain,  MA  02130 

26  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Middle  East  Update. 

Speaker;  Dan  Petergorsky  with  slide  show: 
“From  the  West  Bank  to  Armageddon:  the 
Direction  of  U.S.  Policy  in  the  Palestinian- 
Israeli  Conflict.”  Cambridge  Public  Library, 
45  Pearl  St.  7pm.  Free  admission.  Info: 
Mobilization  for  Survival,  354-0008. 

29  Sunday 

Randolph  —  Women’s  Craft  Market  at  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club,  11am-6pm.  Pool  — 
(non-members)  $3.  Bus  leaves  Boston 
Public  Library  at  10am  &  11am,  returns  at 
3;30pm  &  5pm  —  $5  round  trip.  For  info: 
628-8065  or  324-6822. 


Provincetown  —  Cruise  to  benefit  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Leaves  .|)ommonwealth 
Pier  at  noon,  returns  at  llpiti.  $25.  Ticket 
charge  includes  roundtrip  cruise,  buffet 
lunch  on  board,  entertainment  and  dancing 
on  board.  Tickets  available  through  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee,  Buddies  Bar,  and  Forex 
Travel.  Note:  This  cruise  was  originally 
scheduled  for  July  3.  Tickets  for  July  3  will 
be  honored  for  this  cruise  or  may  be  refund¬ 
ed  by  writing  AAC,  16  Haviland  St.  Boston 
02115.  Info:  536-7733. 

Rowe  —  Strength  and  Power:  A  week-long 
conference  for  women.  (July  29-Aug  4) 
Registration  $200.  for  the  week.  Plese  send 
half  the  cost  (make  checks  payable  to  Rowe 
Camp,  Inc.)  to:  Registrar,  Rowe  Camp, 
Kings  Highway,  Rowe,  MA  01367. 


Notes 


Spring  Awakening.  By  Franz 
Wedekind.  Directed  by  Paui  Warner. 
With  Jennifer  Burton,  Jeff  Rossman, 
Christopher  Moore.  At  the  Ex,  in  the 
Loeb  Drama  Center,  Cambridge. 

Wedekind’s  Spring  Awakening  is  more 
than  75  years  old  and  has  a  very  spotty 
history  of  production.  Considered 
shocking  for  its  time  —  1892  —  the  play 
was  still  banned  in  its  entirety  in  Britain 
until  the  late  1970s.  An  outshoot  of  Ger¬ 
man  expressionism,  Spring  Awakening 
is  a  collage  of  stories  of  young  people 
coming  to  grips  with  their  sexuality  in  a 
repressive  and  erotophobic  society. 
Although  most  of  Wedekind’s 
theatrical  tricks  are  old  hat  now,  direc¬ 
tor  Paul  Warner  has  tried  to  recapture 
some  of  the  experimentalism  by  in¬ 
troducing  Broadway  songs  into  the  text 
both  to  counterpoint  and  break  up  the 
original.  The  songs  are  a  great  idea, 
although  the  choice  of  show  tunes 
seems  to  lack  the  strong,  sexual  im¬ 
pulse  which  the  text  calls  for,  without 
adding  any  specific,  or  biting,  irony. 

As  a  play  about  sexual  repression. 
Spring  Awakening  still  works.  While  the 
more  tired  aspects  of  the  text  show 
parents’  refusing  to  relate  to  their 
children’s  budding  sex  drives,  there  are 
scenes  of  teenage  male  bonding  (i.e., 
beating  off  together),  of  a  young 
woman  wanting  to  feel  something  and 
asking  her  friend  to  beat  her  with  a 
stick,  and  a  love  scene  between  two 
boys  which  is  about  the  loveliest  gay 
sex  scene  I’ve  seen  on  stage. 

Not  always  as  successful  as  it  might 
be,  but  always  innovative,  the  Har- 
vard/Radcliffe  Summer  theater’s  pro¬ 
duction  to  Spring  Awakening  is  ex¬ 
citing  —  a  refreshing  relief  from  the 
usual  drivel  which  parades  itself  as 
summer  theatre. 

The  Widow’s  Blind  Date.  By  tsraei 
Horovitz.  Directed  by  Grey  Catteil 
Johnson.  With  Kim  Ameen,  Tom  Bioom, 
Ai  Mohrmann.  Presented  by  The  Next' 
Move  at  Boston  University  Theater, 
Boston. 

Israel  Horovitz’s  career  began  with  a 
loud  bang  of  great  one-act  plays.  The 
last  few  years  have  brought  a  series  of 
near  and  complete  misses;  plays  which 
failed  because  they  were  either  overly 
ambitious  or  lacked  any  real,  im¬ 
mediate  content.  The  Widow’s  Biind 
Date  finally  breaks  through  and 
delivers  what  we  have  been  left  expec¬ 
ting  all  of  these  years.  Set  in  a 
Wakefield,  Mass,  wastepaper  com¬ 
pany,  the  play  details  the  relationship 
of  Archie  and  George,  two  locals  who 
never  left  town  and  remain  mired  in  the 
self-hate  and  anger  that  poverty  and 
lack  of  mobility  create.  One  of  the  men 
has  made  a  date  with  Margie,  a  local 
who  left  town  and  become  an  educated 
city  dweller,  and  is  now  home  for  her 
brother’s  impending  death.  As  the  three 
converse  about  old  times,  it  becomes 
increasingly  apparent  that  Margie  has 
come  home  for  other  reasons,  that  the 
men  are  not  as  innocent  s  they  appear, 
and  that  there  is  no  escaping  the  past. 

What  lifts  The  Widow’s  Biind  Date 
from  the  run  of  the  mill  revenge  play  is 
the  compassion  that  Horovitz  brings  to 
both  his  characters  and  their  situation. 
Issues  of  sexual  and  class  oppression 
are  dealt  with  honestly  and  deftly,  not 
pitted  against  one  another,  but  rather 
used  to  illuminate  and  explicate  each 
other.  Although  the  play  is  rather  long 
setting  itself  up,  the  payoffs  come  neat¬ 
ly  and  effectively. The  Widow’s  Biind 
Date  raises  pertinent  questions  about 
relationships,  politics,  sex  and  the 
nature  and  recourse  of  anger.  It’s  the 
best  thing  that  Horovitz  has  written  in 
years  and  well  worth  the  wait. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 

By  Warren  Blumenfeld 


Throughout  this  country  there 
is  springing  up  an  increasing 
number  of  lesbian  and  gay  par¬ 
tisan  political  organizations.  To¬ 
day  there  are  over  150  groups 
designed  to  work  for  the  civil 
rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Groups  in  such  cities  as  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Houston,  Washington, 
D.C.  and  Boston  have  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  the  enactment  of 
municipal  human  rights  or¬ 
dinances  and  in  electing  gay  and 
pro-gay  rights  candidates  to  of¬ 
fice.  Nationally  the  Washington, 
D.C. -based  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  is  pushing  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress  to  pass  comprehensive  gay 
rights  legislation.  The  National 
Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democratic  Clubs,  which  worked 
to  establish  the  first  gay  rights 
plank  to  be  included  in  the 
Democratic  Presidential  Platform 
in  1980,  continues  to  lobby  the 
party  and  presidential  candidates! 


Local  Niches 


Closer  to  home,  a  relatively  new 
group  adds  its  name  to  this  na¬ 
tional  trend.  Defining  itself  as  a 
“non-profit,  multi-partisan  or¬ 
ganization,”  the  Cambridge  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alliance  (CLAGA) 
was  founded  for  its  stated  purpose 
of  “increasing  the  political  power, 
asserting  and  expanding  the  legal 
rights,  and  enhancing  the  social 
welfare  and  sense  of  community 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  city 
of  Cambridge.” 

CLAGA  took  its  lead  from 
other  local  organizations  both 
past  and  present.  In  some  respects 
CLAGA  is  the  second  incarnation 
of  the  old  Cambridge  Gay 
Political  Caucus  (CGPC)  which 
began  around  1977  and  function¬ 
ed  until  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

Along  with  CGPC,  another 
organization  helped  to  spark  the 
new  Cambridge  group.  According 
to  Jonathan  Handel,  one  of 


CLAGA’s  founding  members, 
“The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (BLGPA)  pro¬ 
vided  us  with  a  good  example  and 
gave  us  lots  of  support  from  the 
very  beginning.”  “However,”  he 
added,  “we  should  not  be  seen  as 
their  clone  or  child.  We  don’t  always 
agree  with  everything  they  do.” 

CLAGA’s  birth  can  be  traced 
back  to  May  1983  when  founding 
members  got  together  to  discuss 
the  proposed  range  and  scope  of 
their  infant  organization. 
Meetings  were  held  throughout 
the  summer  and  by-laws  were 
drawn  up.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
group  would  be  coordinated  by  a 
steering  committee  composed  of 
eight  officers,  three  at-large  mem¬ 
bers  and  representatives  from 
standing  committees. 

According  to  CLAGA  co-chair, 
Elizabeth  Brown,  the  membership 
is  fairly  diverse.  “We  have  people 
who  live  in  all  parts  of  Cambridge 
and  who  come  from  a  variety  of 
professional  and  political  back¬ 
grounds.  Of  our  approximately 
150  members,  40-50  are  women.” 
The  only  requirement  for  voting 
membership  in  the  organization  is 
a  $5.00  annual  fee  and  valid 
registration  as  a  Cambridge  voter. 

CLAGA  was  officially  launch¬ 
ed  into  the  electoral  political  arena 
with  its  sponsorship  of  a  can¬ 
didates’  night  last  September. 
Speaking  before  the  gathering  of 
approximately  80  people,  17  of 
the  32  candidates  running  in  the 
Cambridge  municipal  elections 
for  City  Council  and  School 
Board  came  to  ask  for  CLAGA’s 
support  and  endorsement. 

Along  with  an  invitation  to  at¬ 
tend  this  forum,  CLAGA  leaders, 
sent  each  candidate  a  question¬ 
naire  polling  them  on  their  stands 
on  topics  ranging  from  their  sup¬ 
port  of  a  city-wide  human  rights 
ordinance  to  their  opinions  on  the 
hiring  of  gay  and  lesbian  teachers 
in  the  Cambridge  school  system. 

Handel  assesses  CLAGA’s  first 
political  event.  “1  was  extremely 


pleased  by  the  number  of  can¬ 
didates  who  showed  up,”  he  said, 
“and  by  the  wide  ideological  and 
geographic  distribution  of  the 
candidates.  It  wasn’t  just  the  pro¬ 
gressives  who  came.” 

One  week  after  Candidate’s 
Night,  CLAGA  members  met  to 
make  their  endorsements.  Of  the 
six  candidates  endorsed  for  City 
Council  and  five  for  School 
Board,  four  went  on  to  win  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  Council  and  two 
became  School  Board  members. 

CLAGA  member  Charles 
Bedard  speaks  of  another  small 
victory  in  last  November’s  Cam¬ 
bridge  municipal  elections.  “It 
signaled  a  precedent  of  sorts,”  he 
said.  “It  was  the  first  time  to  my 
knowledge  that  candidates  have 
included  our  endorsements  in 
their  campaign  literature  since  our 
group  and  its  predecessor,  the 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
have  given  out  endorsements 
dating  back  to  1977.” 

In  addition  to  last  fall’s  can¬ 
didates’  night,  CLAGA  activities 
have  also  included  co-sponsorship 
with  BLGPA  of  the  first  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pre¬ 
sidential  Candidates  Night  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  In  attendance  were  can¬ 
didates  Alan  Cranston  and  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson  and  representatives 
from  the  campaigns  of  Walter 
Mondale,  Gary  Hart,  George 
McGovern,  Fritz  Hollings  and 
third  party  candidates  David 
Bergland  and  Bill  Serette.  Despite  a 
heavy  snowstorm,  the  room  was 
filled  with  local  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  and  representatives  of  major 
press  and  broadcast  media. 

Along  with  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus,  BLGPA, 
South  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance,  and  North  Shore  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance,  CLAGA 
co-sponsored  a  U.S.  Senate  Can¬ 
didates’  Night  on  May  7. 
Rep.  James  Shannon,  who  has 
co-sponsored  gay  rights  legislation 
since  he  was  first  elected  to  the 
U.S.  House,  was  endorsed  as 


senate  candidate  to  replace  out¬ 
going  Senator  Paul  Tsongas. 
Mass.  Lt.  Governor  John  Kerry 
also  received  notable  support. 

During  the  year,  CLAGA  also 
holds  general  membership 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  elections  of  group  officers 
and  simply  for  members  to  get 
together  to  meet  one  another  and 
on  occasion  to  meet  with  Massa¬ 
chusetts  political  personalities. 

An  additional  event  of  note  was 
the  appearance  of  CLAGA  co¬ 
chairs  Elizabeth  Brown  and  Stuart 
Landers  on  the  Channel  56  TV 
news  and  information  program, 
“New  England  Today”  on  June 
13.  During  the  ten-minute  seg¬ 
ment,  questions  ranged  from  the 
state  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ment,  to  the  proposed  Cambridge 
Human  Rights  ordinance  to  the 
homophobic  supposition  on  the 
part  of  the  host  of  why  it  is  that 
gays  molest  children.  Says  Brown, 
“The  moderator  really  blew  it 
with  that  question.  She  seemed 
really  supportive  up  till  then.” 

Brown  assesses  the  overall  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  broadcast  as  positive 
and  informative.  She  was  particu¬ 
larly  pleased  with  the  portion  of 
the  show  where  she  and  Landers 
discussed  a  recent  CLAGA  press 
release  distributed  in  response  to 
the  Massachusetts  Catholic 
Bishops  statement  of  May  32 
which  argued  against  support  for 
a  statewide  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
bill  currently  being  debated  in  the 
state  legislature.  The  press  release 
pulled  no  punches  as  it  stated  in 
part,  “It  is  truly  horrifying  that 
the  Catholic  Bishops  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  support  . . .  oppression, 
and  in  arguing  against  a  Bill  which 
merely  prevents  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  — 
an  orientation  permitted  by  the 
Catholic  Church  —  that  is  exactly 
what  they  are  doing.  Quite  simply, 
their  action  is  going  to  destroy 
human  lives  and  to  pretend  other¬ 
wise  is  callous,  hypocritical  and  ig¬ 
norant.”  The  release  was  sent  to 


Church  officials  and  to  the  media. 

Currently  CLAGA  members 
are  placing  much  time  and  effort 
into  lobbying  for  the  enactment  of 
a  city-wide  Cambridge  Human 
Rights  Ordinance  which  was  sub¬ 
mitted  by  city  councillor  Alice 
Wolf.  It  is  the  product  of  a  study 
committee  which  included  three 
CLAGA  members,  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  Cambridge  Wom¬ 
en’s  Commission  and  others  in  the 
community. 

Group  members  are  confident 
that  the  ordinance  will  pass,  and 
encourage  more  people  to  become 
directly  involved  by  contacting  the 
Cambridge  City  Council  asking 
them  to  give  their  support  to  the 
measure.  The  ordinance  is 
scheduled  to  be  voted  upon  either 
in  mid-summer  or  in  September. 

CLAGA  members  readily  ack¬ 
nowledge  that  working  within  the 
electoral  political  process  turns 
many  people  off  for  a  number  of 
legitimate  reasons,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  only  means  by 
which  people  can  push  for  the 
rights  of  lesbians,  gays  and  other 
disenfranchised  groups.  But  to 
group  member  Jonathan  Handel, 
his  entrance  into  this  process  pro¬ 
vides  him  the  opportunity  of 
working  towards  a  goal  in  a  way 
that  he  feels  comfortable.  “I’m 
contributing  to  the  time,”  he  said, 
“when  we  will  see  lesbian  and  gay 
couples  everywhere  fearlessly 
walking  down  the  street  hand  in 
hand,  when  they  can  rent  one  bed¬ 
room  apartments  without  discri¬ 
mination  and  when  we  can  proud¬ 
ly  place  our  lover’s  picture  on  our 
desks  at  work.” 


CL  A  GA  will  co-sponsor  a 
Massachusetts  State  Senators  and 
Representatives  Candidates’  Night 
July  16,  Room  222,  U-Mass/ 
Boston.  For  information  on  events 
or  group  membership,  CLAGA 
can  be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box 
1273,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 


'kiucJva/t©Q3 


Vou  can't  hovel©^ 
UJithout  sexual  pride. 
So,  try  First  Hand, 

The  magazine  thot  m 
Everything  stand  tolb 


For  two  years,  GCN's  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCA/  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain- 
ers  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCA/.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  POP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  ail  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware.  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCA/,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  I 
new-found  friends,  and  | 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation  ? 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  In  t 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help  <f 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age.  | 

SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

W*/l  pladg*  to  maka  quartaity  contributions  of: 
□  t  30  (S120  annually) 

S  SO  (3200  annually) 

.  S100  ($400  annually) 
ij  $ _ 


□  Enclosed  Is  my  first  contribution  of  $ 


Clty/S«.t./2lp 


Ptow.  mtU  to  QCN  Sootatnon.  1.7  TfooMnt  BL.  aooton,  M*  .2111 


Send  me  the  next  12  bsucs  of  FirstHond. 
Cndosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $33 
(in  U.S.  funds).  (Sompks  Copy:  $3.00) 

Nome _ _ 

Rddress _ _ _ _ 


it 


F 

IRST 

r 

n 

m 

EXPERIENCES  FOR  LOVING  MEN 


Mol  to:  FirstHond  Mooozine.  P.O.  Box  1314,  Dept.  3,  Teoneck,  NJ  07646. 


Q  |— V/  Phone  482-2900 

76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
[3  /K\t I  Weekdays  9-6 
I  Saturday  10-2:30 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


SERVING  THE  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 

LL  AIRLINES  LOWEST  PRICES  NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

How  sad  it  is 
that  nothing  changes 
and  things  go  wrong 
as  fate  arranges 
rather  than  as  our 
willing  would 
turn  overy  sorry  time 
to  good. 

But  madness  ever 
has  its  sway 
and  takes  our 
willing  good  away. 

I  do  not  know  what  can 
be  done 

The  malady  lingers 

on  and  on 

We  cannot  fix 

we  cannot  cure  it 

and  I  for  one 

will  not  endure  it 

I’m  weary  from  all 

and  hesitate  to  return  again. 

Another  week-end  plus 
•was  lost 

but  we  will  never  be 
divorced. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ (2) 

lNEXPERIENCED/20rcMBRDGE 
Would  like  to  learn/have  gay  exper 
w/boy/man  similar  age.  I'm  5'5"/brn 
hair/eyes  w/good  build.  Not  into  macho 
leather  studs.  Looking  for  someone  in 
local  area  or  nearby.  Call  225-7281 
(aft/eve)  or  write  Box  5310,  362  Mem  Dr 
Camb  02139  send  any  pertinent  in- 
fo/photo  in  discreet  en.  _ (3) 

Do  you  need  a  biological  father?  We’re 
looking  for  a  surrogate  mother.  There’s 
a  solution  for  you  and  us.  Reply  Box 
171,  89  Mass  Ave;  Boston  MA  02115. 

LESBIANS  WRITE/MEET  THRU 
THE  WISHING  WELL  MAGAZINE,  est. 
1974.  Discrete  code  #’s  used.  Reliable. 
Loving  care.  Prompt.  Intro  copy  $5.  Info: 
Box  117.  Novato,  CA  94948 _ (9) 

BiF-29-seeks  sincere  warm  fun-loving 
female  25-35  for  dancing,  dining,  out¬ 
door  activities,  companionship  and 
possible  relationship.  Please  no- 
smokers/drinkers.  GCN  Box  46 _ (3) 

Hi!  I’m  a  DF37  who’s  never  been  in¬ 
timate  with  another  F.  I  have  a  son  14, 
am  from  N.  Andover  and  seeking  a  L 
friend.  I’ll  answer  all.  GCN  Box  45.  (4) 

GWF  33  wants  to  meet  feminine  GWF 
25-33  with  a  sense  of  humor,  loves  to 
dance  and  likes  to  walk  long  sandy 
beaches  at  night  no  drugs  or  booze. 
GCN  Box  44.  (3) 

Cute  funny  bright  GWM  26  with  a  pas¬ 
sion  for  Mozart  -i-  porter  seeks  special 
friend  26-40  with  urbane  worldview  -i- 
sociat  conscience.  GCN  box  43 _ 


CHAPTER  FIVE 

What  is  this  you  say?  Yes,  I  would  be 
delighted  to  continue  our  discussion 
over  a  sandwich  and  a  cup  of  coffee. 
No,  I’m  not  with  anyone,  no  one  at  all. 
Lead  on;  I  am  ready  to  follow  you 
anywhere. 

I  like  the  late  nights  best  of  all: 
my  hands  through  your  hair 
you  sing  softly  to  me 
and  I  fall, slowly 
surrender  to  your  warm  touch 
and  the  strong,  steady 
stream  of  your  breathing. 

And  in  the  moment  before  sleep 

I  become  a  small  child 

in  winter  gloves 

reaching  for  your  hand 

grasping  the  hope  that  lies  there 

finger 

by  finger 

I  love  you,  K.  Happy  Birthday. 


IN  A  RUT? 

PROHLCS 
ON 

VIDEO 

Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 

Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 
Monday-Friday  4-10  pm 
or  call 
267-1319 


I’m  a  NeW'Hampshire  atheist  man,  27, 
hoping  to  meet  a  New  England  atheist 
20-30.  Drugless  non-smokers  with 
brains  turn  me  on.  My  work  takes  me  to 
all  parts  of  MA,  CT,  and  Rl.  Let’s  have 
supper  together  sometime.  Write  GCN 
Box  40. _ (2) 

LA/SANTA  MONICA  SEPT-DEC 
Wanted  LA  apartment  or  share.  Fur¬ 
nished  sublet  fine.  9/1/84-12/31/84.  GM 
40,  quiet,  non-smoker,  allergic  to  cats! 
Professor  on  leave  to  be  at  USC.  GCN 
writer.  Call  Martin  at  (617]i253-4080 
days,  or  GCN  Box  39. _ (c) 

LF  needs  the  skinny  on  dipping  night 
life  Martha’s  Vineyard  Box  235  Con- 
toocook  NH  03229. _ (3) 

Life-loving  L,  affec  senstv  attr  38  sks 
romance  w/creatv  energ  gdlooker  Ik  do¬ 
ing  going  laughg  talkg  loving. 
Drug/booze/cig  free.  GCN  Box  38.  (3) 

Refrigerator  for  sale.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  17  cubic  ft.  inci  4.6  cubit  ft  freezer. 
Moving,  must  sell.  $350.  Call  628-4607, 
eves. 


CUM  2  LA  OLYPICS  -i-  DRIVE  ACROSS 
AMERICA  THE  BEAUTIFUL 
Stay  with  me  in  beach  home.  Leaving 
LA  Aug  24  via  Utah  Idaho  Wyom,  So. 
Canda,  Me  —  32,  doctor  gd  Ikng  gk  act. 
Seek  WM  20-35  gk  pass,  str  aprng 
waspy,  non-smkr,  eductd  quiet  + 
responsible.  Hassan,  PO  Box  49031  Los 
Angeles  CA  90049.  (3) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten- 
tion  Classifieds  Box  _ 

FOR  SALE _ 

1973  Volks  Sqbk  good  engine,  some 
rust;  stndard  trns.  $500  or  BO  Call 
(617)443-6910  eves. _ (4) 


FOR  THOSE  IN  THE  KNOW 


PROVINCETOWN  ZIP  CODE 
T-SHIRT 

BUCK  NUMERALS  ON 
RASPBERRY  OR  TUROUOISE 
MUSCLE  OR  REGUUR  T 
S  M  L  (XL  in  T  ONLY) 

send  $8.95  &  COLOR,  STYLE, 

SIZE  TO 

PEARL  ST. 

BOX  22 

PROVINCETOWN,  MASS.  02657 


MISCELLANEOUS 

WOMEN’S  CRAFTMARKET 
AND  FRIENDS 

Invites  you  to  join  us  at  the  Randolph 
Country  Club,  July  29,  11-6.  Bus  leaves 
BPL  at  10  and  11,  return  3:30  and  5,  $5 
round  trip.  Admissionto  crgftmarket 
free,  pool  nonmember  $3.  Open  mike. 
Performers,  craftwomen  call  628-3065 
or  324-6822. _ (2) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

The  Nestle  boycott  was  just  the  begin¬ 
ning!  Join  INFACT’s  new  campaign  to 
stop  targetting  corporations  involved  in 
the  arms  race.  Opportunities  now 
available  for  good  people  to  work  full 
time  as  organizers.  Experience  not  re¬ 
quired.  Long  hours — meaningful,  effec¬ 
tive  work  for  social  change — living 
stipend  —  benefits.  Call  423-0709.'  (2) 


TAKE  ACTION  WITH  9to5! 

9fo5,  Boston’s  working  women’s 
organization,  committed  to  empower¬ 
ing  women  through  direct  action, 
education,  and  involvement,  is  now  hir¬ 
ing  individuals  for  community  outreach 
and  fundraising  in  a  challenging  and 
supportive  atmosphere.  Hours: 
2:00-10:00.  Training  and  benefits  includ¬ 
ed.  Call  423-3255.  Summer  and  perma¬ 
nent  positions  available. 


LEGAL  SECRETARY 
Full-time  secretary  wanted  for  law  of¬ 
fice  starting  8/15.  Must  be  self-starter, 
highly  motivated  with  good  typing  -L 
organizational  skills.  Send  resume  to: 
K.  Triantafillou  14  Beacon  St.,  #710, 
Boston,  MA  02108. _ (4) 

JOB  WANTED _ 

Work  wanted:  exper.  in  bookkeeping 
(comp,  -f  man.)  -f  gen  office  with  bus. 
+  comty.  org.  Exc.  ref.  GCN  Box  36.  (3) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ J49) 

GAY  TEENAGERS  CLUB 
If  you  are  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys 
your  age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job,  place  to 
I  ive.  For  info  contact  Box  3072  Saxon- 
ville  Sta,  Framingham,  MA  01701.  (5) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women’s  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Go- 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ '’V 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  pleasei _  (30) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to;  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

DANCE _ 

LESBIAN  DANCERS 
Looking  for  L  dancers  interested  in 
creating  personal/political  dance 
theater.  267  Allston  #3  Cambridge  MA 
02139. _ J  _ (2) 

DRIVEAWAY _ 

Will  deliver  car  tol  San  Fran  on/abt  9/2, 
Ivng  8/18.  All  esipenses  pd  by  drvr. 
Responsible,  refs  avail.  Pis  call  Eileen, 
426-6660,  w;  522-2332,  h. _ (2) 

RIDE  WANTED _ 

Ride  wanted  to  NYC  one  weekend  in  Ju¬ 
ly  '  not  sure  which.  Please  call  it  you 
are  traveling  on  any  of  them.  Ginny 
661-6771. _ (2) 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKtNG  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movefs. 

Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

1.  Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

2.  Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

3.  Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

4.  Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•  BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  iitter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  _  non-business.  Personai  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
■—•■must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE;  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

5.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  ciassified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  lull  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad,  provided  lhal  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone-number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•  Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

- 167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Section  3 


Bold  Headlines; 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

1.00 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof; 

Business 

Non-Business 

7.00 

5.00 

Additionai  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 

Business 

X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

Capitalized  Wds:  (not  Headiines) 

Dispiay  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

X 

.25 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof: 

X  12.00 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  -F  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box;  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.OO  = 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ x1.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  Installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASS4FIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News,  July  21,  1984  •  Page  15 

DORCHESTER,  COLUMBIA  RD 


Classifieds 


o 

Prom  $18  /  hr. 

•> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

QC 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

$ 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

o 

I 

236-1848 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 

_ Tel  646-6540 _ 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 (45) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

1  mo  sum  sublet  w/3  other  LF  ideal  tor 
LF  in  transition/new  to  town  JP  nr  Arb  & 
T  avi  July  20-Aug  20  $165  neg  call  Mary 
Ann  227-7335. 524-6209. " 


APARTMENT  WANTED 

2  LF  and  1  friendly  cat  looking  for  2  br 
in  Brighton,  Oak  Sq  area  preferably. 
Would  like  for  Sept  1  or  Oct  1.  Call 
evenings  254-8828. _ (4) 

$150  REWARD 

2-3  bedroom  apartment  in  Allston- 
Brighton,  Beacon  Hill,  Brookline,  Back 
Bay,  Camb.  Max  rent  $700  including 
utilities.  277-8442. _ (2) 

HELP! 

2M  lovers  -i-  friendly  dog  looking  for  1 
br  apt-Back  Bay-South  End-Beacon  Hill. 
Good  references  from  present  landlord. 
Call  Jeff,  work  #  523-7441  or  Jim,  wdrk  # 
395-4884. _ ^ _ {3) 

Stable,  prof  LF,  age  37,  seeks  Boston 
area  apartment  for  self  +  2  cats  ' 
shared  household  fine.  Call  371-1650, 
leave  message  for  Jan. _ (5) 

Stable  GWM  couple  seek  2  bedroom 
apt  or  house  tor  Sept  1,  within  10  miles 
of  Framingham  that  will  allow  1 
medium  dog.  Call  881-5860. _ y) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester  owner  occupied  renov.  6 
rms  2  bdrm,  remid  bath  -i-  kit  refrig,  fir 
sanded  $350/mo  no  util  282-3216 
eves _ (3) 

DORCHESTER  APARTMENT 
Fields  Corner  Meeting  House  Hill  Area 
5  rooms  currently  used  as  3  bedrm  mod 
kitchen  and  bath  $425  per  mo  unheated 
Security  dep  proffess.  people  pref 
(617)585-6637. _ (3) 

Dorchester-Meeting  House  Hill.  Six 
room  apartment  with  ocean  view.  Walk 
to  Red  Line.  Pets  welcome.  $500  plus 
utilites.  Call  Jane  (61 7)282-3314.  (3) 


5  rooms,  no  utilities,  near  T  and  beach. 
1st  and  last,  $400 'call  328-1052.  (2) 

Bay  Village  2  br  2  bath  restored  duplex 
in  historic  owner  occ  townhse.  Quiet 
street  small  yard  $800/mo  inc  heat. 
Avail  Sept  1.  (617)426-0076. _ (2) 

Dorchester  two  room  studio  high  on  a 
hill,  trees,  view,  privt  sundeck,  some 
gay  neighbs.  ownr  occ,  parking,  $425  in- 
cl  all  heat  +  util  436-2583. _ {2) 

Available  to  gay  males  or  females  4 
rooms  2nd  floor  owner  occ  rental  rate 
negotiable  Chelsea  MA  884-7015.  (2) 

Beacon  Hill  apartment  2  bedroom 
w/wall  to  wall  modern  kitchen  heat  + 
hot  water  inc  450/m  Call  268-6300.  (3) 

Brighton,  1  bdrm  apt,  deeded  offst  park¬ 
ing,  near  T.  Sunny,  new  eat-in  kit,  hdwd 
firs,  pool.  Avail  in  Sept  $500/mo  ht  incl. 
Call  783-2565. _ (2) 

ROOMMATES _ 

GM  RMMATE  WANTED  TO  SHARE 
BOSTON  APT 

2  GM  sk  3rd  for  Irg  sunny  3  bdrm  apt  in 
W  Fens  strtng  Aug  1.  Next  to  mrkt, 
close  to  Fenway  MBTA.  15  min  walk  to 
Pru.  Must  be  responsible,  neat,  quiet. 
We  are  friendly  and  considerate  -i-  are 
looking  for  same.  210.00  per  mo  inc 
heat,  hw.  Pis  call  236-1128  in  eve.  Keep 
trying. _  (2) 

GM  seeks  GM  25+  to  share  2  br 
townhouse  in  Worcester  best  section 
all  convenieces  no  pets  no  drugs  ref  re¬ 
quired  $250  -I-  util  heat  included  avail 
Aug  1  Call  799-0844  evenings. _ (2) 

LF/15  year  old  daughter  seek  hse/apt  to 
share  or  LF  (with  or  w/o  child)  to 
establish  same.  Prefer  Somrvl.  Call 
527-6402  after  7:30  pm  evenings.  (3) 

L  26  seeks  same  or  biF  to  share  beaut  2 
bed  2  bath  duplex  near  T  +  Longwood 
Hosp  area.  Newly  renov  w/d  +  d,  wall  to 
wall,  skylights,  sunken  tub  -i-  exposed 
brick.  No  pets  please  $337  +  util. 
731-3409  +  Iv  message. _ {2) 

WMCPL  WTED  S  END  TO  SHARE 
Furn  lux  dpix  apt  roof  deck  laundry  fp 
more.  Lots  of  closet  space.  Sunny 
spacious  excel,  view  must  be  steady 
working  resp  neat  clean 
$275/mo -1- 'Autil  -i-  $100. util  dep  each 
must  see  to  believe  247-4013  Peter  Iv 
message. _ (2) 

2  LF  seek  1  LF  25-i-  for  attractive, 
spacious  Newton  house.  Garden, 
porch,  fireplace,  wdd,  parking,  Nice 
area.  No  cigs.  $275 -i-  loV  util. 
244-0910. _ *  ■  (2) 

GWM  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

GWM,  22,  seeks  GWM,  30 -i-  ,  share  5 
room  Somerville  apt.  15  min.  to  Harvard 
Sq.  Washer,  air  cond.  For  Aug.  1st.  $150 
mo  -I-  util.  Call  Ed  mornings  at 
776-6988.  Smokers  O.K. _ (2) 


Responsible  student  sks  lodging  In 
Boston  area  (with  1  or  2  others)  suitable 
for  comf  living  and  thesis  writing.  Pref 
less  than  $300/m  inc  util  and  access  to 
T  (esp  Red  Line)  -i-  buses.  Start  9/1.  Call 
Will  262-3485  eves,  weekends;  msg  if 
not  there.  Thanx!  _ (f) 

LF  35  wants  LF  to  share  very  nice  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Somerville  $225  mo  incl  util 
quiet,  no  smoking,  another  cat  ok  Avail 
Aug  1  Call  625-6454. _ (3) 

LF  26  seeks  LF  25  +  to  share  sunny,  2 
bdrm  E.  Arlington  apt.  Independent. 
Friendly.  $275/mo.  Includes  heat  Avail 
9/1  Call  Kathleen  641-0834  eves  + 
wknds. _ (2) 

G  or  SF  n-smoker  to  share  2  bd  apt  nr 
Bri  Ctr;  fpl  sun  rm  porch  quiet  st  nr 
buses;  288/mo  +  ut  av  9/1.  254-1478  (2) 

Feminist  woman  seeks  same  pref  30  + 
yrs  to  share  spacious  beautiful  2  fl  apt 
in  W  Somerville  must  be  extremely 
clean  and  want  very  indep  but  friendly 
lifestyle  no  pets  please  call 
(61 7)625-7929  eves  or  661 -131 9  days.  (3) 
Responsible  feminist  rmte  wanted 
woman  25-30.  Avail  Aug  1  own  rooms  in 
Irge  Newton  Ctre  hse  near  T  no  pets 
non-smkr  $200-1- util.  References 
helpful  965-4432  evenings. _ ^) 

MELVILLE  PARK,  DORCH 

2  men  sk  1  GM  to  share  Ig  reno  Viet  apt 
in  good  area  nr  stores  &  Red  T.  We  are 
neat  quiet  resp,  tobac-free,  not  lovers. 
$200 -I- util  $55,  sec.  dep.  Call  288-3228 
B4  10  p.m.  Avail  now. 

GWM  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWM,  32,  seeks  GWM,  30-I-,  share  5 
room  Somerville  apt.  15  min.  to  Harvard 
Sq.  Washer,  air  cond.  For  Aug  1st.  $150 
mo  -I-  util.  Call  Ed  mornings  at 
776-6988.  Smokers  OK. _ {3) 

Sk  M-F  late  20’s/early  30  to  join  2  indep, 
prof  GMs.  Lg  sunny  apt  Union  Sq  Som 
vie.  Non-smkr,  ho  pets.  $215/mo  incl. 
666-4283  or  253-6225  Hugh. _ 

COMFY  HOME  IN  NATICK 

3  LF  -h  cat  seek  1  LF  to  share  home  in 

quiet  suburbs.  Non-smoking.  No  more 
pets.  Share  chores  and  fun.  W/D,  park¬ 
ing,  garden,  lake,  woodstove.  185  +  util. 
Joyce  6 17-655-86 18  eves. _ (7) 


RoomezejM 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$10  Introductory  Rate 
Now  Thru  June  15  • 
Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  969-1779 

_ ril-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 _ 

5’/2  beaut,  Ig,  renovated  rooms  +  por¬ 
ches  in  J.P  near  pond.  LF,  31,  seeks 
compatible  LF  tor  9/1  or  sooner. 
$200-237-1-  (negotiable)  Call  Julie,  best 
time  is  early  am  or  late  pm,  at  522-2626. 
_ (3) 


LF  34  prof  sks  LF.  Pref  25 -f,  quiet, 
neat,  semi-veg  for  spacious  2-br  in  Bri. 
house  w/porches,  yard,  nr  trans.  River. 
No  smoke,  pets.  $250.  783-0204.  (3) 

26  yr  GWM  seeks  two  to  shr  large,  sun¬ 
ny,  quiet  apt  in  JP.  I'm  active, 
cooperative  and  friendly.  Profes¬ 
sionals,  artists  are  welcome.  Neatness 
and  financial  security  a  must.  Nice 
place  for  creative,  thoughtful  GWM  or 
GL.  Rent  167  +  util  Call  Kevin  7-10pm 
only  524-5307.  (3) 

GWL  30  -h  seeks  same  to  share  large 
sunny  apt  with  porch  3rd  floor  all 
private  Central  Sq  rent  is  550  -t-  gas 
utils  artist  +  writer  from  SC. _ (2) 

LF  28  seeks  same,  25  to  35,  to  share  apt 
in  Newton  or  Brookiine  area.  $250/300 
per  month,  I  am  quiet,  responsible  and 
honest.  Call  Sherry  at  846-8459.  (4) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  -t-  Mike  (802)348-7840. _ (6) 

UNTYPICAL  PTOWN  RENTAL 

View  Nat'l  Seashore  from  new  ultra¬ 
modern  West  End  home.  Fully  equip¬ 
ped  kitchen.  Loft  area/den,  bdrm,  bths, 
living  room/dining  area.  2  decks 
breathtaking  ocean  view.  Sleeps  4. 
Secluded  location  yet  minutes  to  town 
center/beach.  $800/wk.  Special 
midweek  rate.  (617)734-3671/262-5271 
eves. _ (4) 

VACATIONS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Vacation  in  the  Green  Mtns.  of  Vt.  Only 
3'/j  hrs,  from  Boston,  Woman-only 
space.  Cozy  rms.,  real  country  charm, 
great  food.  Beautiful  wooded  camp¬ 
sites,  skinny-dipping,  camp  fires,  corn 
roasts.  Reserve  space  early. 
(802)533-7772. _ {2) 


RESORTS _ 

PROVINCETOWN  RMS  FOR  RENT 
Dly  or  wkly  in  lux  home  2  blocks  to 
beach  and  Ctr  Avi  Aug  Single  $30,  dou¬ 
ble  $40;  $200  weekly  Call  884-4571  eves 
or  889-1952  anytime. _ {2) 

P-TOWN  CONDO  FOR  RENT 

Luxury  1  bed  condo  minutes  to 
downtown  accommodates  4.  Pool  ten¬ 
nis  ct.  Parking/maid  service  8/1 -8/8.  Call 
783-3600. _ {2) 

Comf’tble  spacious  guest  rms  for 
women.  Sh’rd  bth  encl’ed  porch  w/TV 
quiet  St  close  to  town,  Aspasia,  31 
Pearl  St,  P’town,  M A  02657  487-251 1 .  (2) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (13) 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations;  (6t7)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ _ 

B&B  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS 
100  scenic,  private  acres,  14  lovely 
rooms,  great  views.  Fireplace,  library, 
pool,  trails.  Nearby  golf,  tennis, 
boating,  antiquing.  Call/write  tor 
brochure.  The  Highlands  Inn.  Box  118, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace  &  Judith,  Innkeepers. _ (8) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Weekly  rental  2  bedroom  condo  patio 
parking  2  biks  from  boatslip  $400/wk 
call  349-6516 _ (2) 

PTOWN  LUXURY  CONDO 

For  sale  prime  time  Aug.  timeshare  1 
wk  fuii  kitchen,  bath,  pooi,  beach,  ten¬ 
nis,  exchange,  charter  membership, 
below  market  price.  483-7769  Iv  msg.  (3) 

THE  RETREAT— FOR  WOMEN 

New  Englands  popular  women’s  resort. 
Secluded,  pool  &  tennis  ct.  river  nestled 
in  the  Berkshire  foothills.  Canoeing 
horses  hike  &  bike  near. 

Women  owned  and  managed 
For  Resv  call  (203)824-7479 
_ (12/8) 

P-TOWN  WATERFRONT  STUDIO 
Quiet,  cozy,  clean,  sleeps  4.  West  end. 
Weekly-  rental  $345,  sundeck,  w/w 
carpet,  private,  ideal  fro  lovers.  Phone 
(617)262-7396  or  487-2771 _ (8) 

SERVICES  _ 

MASSAGE  FOR  WOMEN 
Relaxing,  therapeutic  massage  using  a 
variety  of  techniques  including 
Swedish.  Sliding  scale.  Call  Naomi  at 
(617)926-5626. _ (4) 

MASSAGE 

Athletics,  job-related  stress  shiatsu  by 
appt.:  Hadassah  Fleishori  522-8409.  (9) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  for  gay 
men  who  would  like  to  work  on  emo¬ 
tional  issues  starting  at  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  General  Hospital.  Please  call  Dr. 
Worth  at  726-2714  to  arrange  an  inter- 
view.  Sliding-scale  fees. _ ^) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114' 

(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR,  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-0513 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
‘(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 

Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 

269-8382 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA02111 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseiing  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
^61 7)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776^77 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  Sf. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


ANOTHER 


Coldcrest  in  association  with  the 
National  Film  Finance  corporation 
present 

Another  County 
With  Rupert  EveFettr 
Colin  Firth.  Michael  )enn.  Robert  Addie 
Screenplay  by  lulian  Mitchell 
based  on  his  original  play 
Executive  Producers  Robert  Fox 
and  lulian  Seymour 
Produced  by  Alan  Marshall 
Directed  by  Marek  Kanievska 
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I  CAUTION:  Due  to  the  graphic  nature  of  I 

I  this  film  vw  suggest  mature  audiences.  | 


Starts  Friday  July  13tli 
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